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PROCEEDINGS OF THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 
 
 

The Polk County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, 
February 9, 2011.  The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 
#1a – Roll Call 
 
Board Present: Levis, Smith, McEnany, Hadden 
Board Absent:  Vosler 
 
 
#1b – Action on the Minutes of the Previous Meeting(s) 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY LEVIS THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE THE 
JANUARY 12, 2011 MEETING MINUTES AS WRITTEN. 
VOTE YEA:  LEVIS, SMITH, MCENANY 
VOTE ABSTAIN:  HADDEN 
 
 
#2 – Consent Agenda Item 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY HADDEN THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD SHALL 
APPROVE THE FOLLOWING CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
A)  PCCB/ENTERPRISE FUND JANUARY 2011 EXPENDITURES; 
B) PCCB BYLAWS; 
C) ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE PROPOSED JESTER PARK PRICE LIST FROM 

H.G. GOLF PROPERTIES FOR THE 2011 GOLFING SEASON AND ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 
THE PROPOSED PRICES ARE IN CONFORMANCE WITH PRICING GUIDELINES 
ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD. 

VOTE YEA:  HADDEN, SMITH, MCENANY, LEVIS 
 
 
#3 – Public Hearing:  Jester Park, MidAmerican Energy Company Easement – Site for 
Cabins 
 
Chair Smith opened the public hearing for the purpose of determining whether or not 
property located within Jester Park West Half (W1/2) of the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4), 
Less 2 acres of road, Section 32, Township 81, Range 25, Polk County, Iowa, “Is no longer 
necessary for park purposes or will not interfere with the park purposes”. 
 
As there were no comments the Chair closed the public hearing. 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MCENANY THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 
DETERMINED THAT THE EASEMENT AS DESIGNATED WITHIN JESTER PARK IS NO LONGER 
NECESSARY FOR PARK PURPOSES OR WILL NOT INTERFERE WITH PARK PURPOSES AND 
FORWARDING THE SAME ON TO THE POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FOR THE 
CONVEYANCE OF EASEMENT TO MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY. 
VOTE YEA:  MCENANY, SMITH, LEVIS, HADDEN 
 
 
#4 – Public Hearing:  Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt & Eagle Roost Wildlife Area, 
Cropland Rental 
 
Chair Smith opened the public hearing on the use of 214.1 acres of cropground at 
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt and use of 117 acres of cropground at Eagle Roost 
Wildlife Area for the purpose of awarding contracts to farm these acres for the crop 
years, 2011, 2012, and 2013. 
 
As there were no comments, the Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY LEVIS THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE, 
UPON RECEIPT OF INSURANCE DOCUMENTS, RENTAL OF 214.1 ACRES OF CROPGROUND 
AT CHICHAQUA BOTTOMS GREENBELT TO CORY BROTHERS FARMS FOR $250/ACRE AND 
RENTAL OF 117 ACRES OF CROPGROUND AT EAGLE ROOST WILDLIFE AREA TO JOE DUNN 
OF CARLISLE FOR $366/ACRE FOR THE 2011, 2012 AND 2013 CROP SEASONS AND 
APPROVE AUTHORIZING THE PCCB CHAIR TO SIGN THE CONTRACTS. 
VOTE YEA:  LEVIS, MCENANY, HADDEN, SMITH 
 
 
#5 – Public Hearing:  Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Food Plot Contract 
 
Chair Smith opened the public hearing on the planting of 89.1 acres of food plots at 
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt for the planting of food plots during the years of 2011, 
2012, and 2013. 
 
As there were no comments, the Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MCENANY THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD, UPON 
RECEIPT OF INSURANCE DOCUMENTS, APPROVE THE PLANTING OF 89.1 ACRES OF FOOD 
PLOTS AT CHICHAQUA BOTTOMS GREENBELT FOR THE PLANTING OF FOOD PLOTS DURING 
THE YEARS OF 2011, 2012, AND 2013 TO CORY BROTHERS FARMS AT A COST OF $80/ACRE 
AND AUTHORIZE THE PCCB CHAIR TO SIGN THE CONTRACT. 
VOTE YEA:  MCENANY, SMITH, HADDEN, LEVIS 
 
 
#6 – Jester Park, Cabin Project 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY LEVIS THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE 
PAYMENT TO MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,956.32 FOR  
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ELECTRIC SERVICE RELATED TO JESTER PARK CABIN SITE PENDING APPROVAL OF POLK 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CONVEYING BY EASEMENT PROPERTY LOCATED WITHIN 
JESTER PARK RELATING TO THE CABIN SITE TO MIDAMERICAN ENERGY COMPANY. 
VOTE YEA:  HADDEN, SMITH, MCENANY, LEVIS 
 
 
#7 – Great Western Trail Relocation – Southwest Commerce Park 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY HADDEN THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE 
THE GREAT WESTERN TRAIL RELOCATION AS PROPOSED AND DIRECTS THE STAF TO WORK 
WITH KNAPP PROPERTIES TO COMPLETE THE REQUIRED LEGAL DOCUMENTS TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE TRANSFER OF PROPERTIES, RELOCATION OF THE TRAIL AND FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TRAILHEAD AND PARKING LOT. 
VOTE YEA:  HADDEN, LEVIS, MCENANY, SMITH 
 
 
#8 – Chichaqua Valley Trail, Request for Qualifications/Proposal 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY LEVIS THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE 
RETAINING SNYDER AND ASSOCIATES TO WORK WITH POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION 
BOARD IN PREPARING AND COMPLETING THOROUGH SITE INSPECTIONS, PLANNING, 
PRELIMINARY AND FINAL DESIGN, FOR REPAIRS TO THE CHICHAQUA VALLEY TRAIL IN BOTH 
POLK AND JASPER COUNTY. 
VOTE YEA:  LEVIS, HADDEN, SMITH 
VOTE NAY:  MCENANY 
 
 
#9 – Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Land Clearing Contract – Shaw FMHA Easement 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MCENANY THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD APPROVE 
HIRING J.C. TREE SERVICES TO REMOVE INVASIVE PLANTS AT THE SHAW FMHA EASEMENT 
AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $20,000. 
VOTE YEA:  SMITH, LEVIS, MCENANY, HADDEN 
 
 
#10 – Thomas Mitchell Park, WIRB Grant – Temporary Easement 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY LEVIS THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD SHALL APPROVE 
THE TEMPORARY EASEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION THROUGH AND ACROSS THE EASTERN 
100’ OF LOT 3 O.P. S ½ SW ¼ NW ¼ SEC 23-79-22 AND THE EASTERN 100’ OF SE ¼ NE ¼ 
SEC 22-79-22 TO ALLOW THE PCCB, ITS AGENTS, CONTRACTORS, AND EMPLOYEES THE 
RIGHT TO ENTER IN, UPON AND ONTO THE DESCRIBED EASEMENT AREA FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF HAULING, GRADING AS NECESSARY, AND TRANSPORTING EQUIPMENT DURING THE 
CONSTRUCTION PHASE OF THE THOMAS MITCHELL POND DREDGING PROJECT AND 
APPROVE PCCB CHAIR SIGNING THE TEMPORARY EASEMENT FOR CONSTRUCTION. 
VOTE YEA:  HADDEN, SMITH, LEVIS, MCENANY 



Board Meeting:  February 9, 2011             4 
 
 
#11 – Thomas Mitchell Park and Yellow Banks Park Master Plans – Final Approval 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY HADDEN THAT THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD OFFICIALLY 
APPROVES THE MASTER PLANS FOR YELLOW BANKS PARK AND THOMAS MITCHELL PARK. 
VOTE YEA:  MCENANY, LEVIS, HADDEN, SMITH 
 
 
#12 – Environmental Education 
 
a) Program Quality Evaluation Summary 
 
Patrice Petersen-Keys, PCCB Environmental Education Coordinator, reviewed the 
survey program evaluation process and reviewed the survey results summary for FY 
09/10 presented to the Board. 
 
b) Guide By Cell 
 
Petersen-Keys gave a presentation on the Guide By Cell program being used in PCCB 
areas to inform and educate park visitors about natural resources.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
DISCUSSION & REMARKS 

 PCCB did not get additional budget requests for FY 11/12 
 Board Members were reminded of joint meeting with BOS and themselves on 

March 30 
 Board Members were reminded of volunteer banquet, March 6, 5:00-7:00 
 County Conservation Director’s Retreat, February 24 and 25 is being hosted at 

the Jester Lodge 
 Board Members were reminded of April 30 High Trestle Trail Celebration…over 

5,000 people anticipated to participate in event 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
 
Prepared by:  Cindy Lentz 
 


