
Polk County Conservation 

Fall 2014 Volunteer Events 
 
 
Carney Marsh Restoration Project 
Sunday, November 9th 
11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
Carney Marsh 
 
A crew of Environmental Science students and staff have 

committed to volunteering one Sunday each month at Carney 

Marsh. Be a part of this restoration effort by joining us. No 

experience is necessary, and equipment is provided. You should, 

however, dress for the weather, bring appropriate shoes or boots, 

and bring a refillable water bottle. 

Please confirm date and time with Pat Spain  

(515) 323-5280 or pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov 

*We will cancel in the event of heavy rains and/or lightening 
 

Invasive Species Roundup 
Sunday, November 16th 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Easter Lake, meet at the boat ramp 
 

Be a part of local restoration efforts by joining PCC in removing 

invasive species in a local county park. No experience is 

necessary, and equipment is provided. You should, however, 

dress for the weather, Wear appropriate footwear, and bring a 

refillable water bottle.   

 

Puccoon Prairie Restoration 
Sunday, December 7th 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
 
Join PCC as we work to restore a unique prairie remnant in Polk 
County. Volunteers and staff will be helping to clear the area of 
brush and invasive species. No experience is necessary, and 
equipment is provided. After crossing the South Skunk River 
coming from highway 330, take NE 102nd St. east then turn 
south on NE 112th St. We will meet at the entrance gate south of 
102

nd
 about one half mile down the road on 112

th
 St (east side of 

road). Look for signage along the road. Bring a refillable water 
bottle; refreshments provided. 

 

 

 

 

 
2014 River Run Garbage Grab 

A huge thank you to these volunteers… 

 DMACC Environmental Science students for their 
continued efforts at Carney Marsh 

 St. Theresa students from Des Moines and Elkhart and 
4H members who participated in park cleanup and 
installation of pavers at the Jester Park Natural 
Playscape. 

 The Sattler family for their hard work in raising funds for 
and working on the Jester Park Natural Playscape.. 

 Wells Fargo Volunteers for their ongoing participation in 
Polk County parks and along trails.  

 Young Professionals for removing invasive species at 
Brown's Woods.  

 Urbandale Youth in Parks who aided in prairie restoration 
and clearing campground fire rings. 

 Our Bluebird and Park Stewards who tirelessly devote 
their time and efforts to maintenance throughout our 
county parks.  

 John Deere volunteers who participated in flood 
remediation and fire ring replacement at Jester Park.  

 Master Conservationist volunteers Brandy Case Haub 
and Aaron O'Boyle for their assistance during various 
events and projects.  

 Sheltered Reality for painting shelter houses and picnic 
tables at Easter Lake. 

 Those who participated in restoration efforts at Puccoon 
Prairie.  

 Eagle Scout Jacob Orr for constructing dumpster 
surrounds at Jester Park. 

 Eagle Scout Mitchell Omeara for fundraising and building 
the Jester Park Equestrian Center outdoor therapy 
stations on the Baker Trail.  
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Polk County Conservation 
Fall 2014 Volunteer Events 

Bottles to Birdfeeders Volunteers  

Ongoing  

Jester Park 
We’re looking for volunteers to monitor and empty the 

redeemable can/bottle collection barrels at Jester Park. This 

would be a weekly or bi-weekly task. Volunteers would also be 

responsible for sorting and bagging the cans and bottles.  

This project provides us with funds to pay for the bird seed at 

Jester Park’s wildlife viewing blind. 

 

Park Stewards Needed! 
 

Stewards are needed at various parks to help with woodland or 

wetland restoration and/or maintenance projects. Stewards are 

volunteers who agree to perform certain tasks or projects at a 

park of their choice. We provide all training and supplies needed. 

 

Please contact Pat Spain to make arrangements 

(515) 323-5280 or pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All necessary training for park stewards provided by Polk County Conservation 

Looking ahead… 

Invasive Species Winter Round-up 
Saturday, January 24th 

10:00 - 12:00 p.m. 

Jester Park, meet at Shelter #5 

 
Your help is needed to restore our woodlands by removing 

honeysuckle and other invasive species. Meet us at 9:45 a.m. 

at Shelter #5 near Discovery Pond in Jester Park.  

 

Carney Marsh Restoration 
Sunday, February 8th, March 1st 

11 - 2:00 p.m. 

 

A crew of Environmental Science students and staff have 

committed to volunteering one Sunday of every month at 

Carney Marsh. Be a part of this restoration effort by coming 

along on any or all of the dates above. No experience is 

necessary, and equipment is provided. You should, however, 

dress for the weather, bring appropriate shoes or boots, and 

bring a refillable water bottle. Please confirm date and time 

with Pat Spain  

(515) 323-5280 or pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov 

 

Volunteer Banquet 
Sunday, March 8th  

5 - 8:00 p.m. 

Jester Park Lodge 

 

Come join us at the Jester Park Lodge to celebrate your 

contributions to conservation efforts in Polk County. The 

evening will consist of a special program, dinner and a 

recognition/awards ceremony as we highlight the projects and 

events of 2014. Volunteers who have contributed 10 (or 

more) hours are invited to attend. Please contact Pat Spain at   

pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov to confirm your hours and 

RSVP  

Pat Spain 
Planning & Outreach Coordinator 
 

Polk County Conservation 

11407 NW Jester Park Drive 

Granger, Iowa 50109  

P: 515.323.5300 

F: 515.323.5354 

E: pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov  

www.leadingyououtdoors.com 
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