Minutes                                                       
Polk County LEPC

January 10, 2012
2:00 p.m.
Polk County Emergency Management
1907 Carpenter Avenue

Des Moines, Iowa 

In Attendance:     Rob Chiappano, Rex Mundt, Michael Gezel, Troy Hugen,  Cameron Stufflebeam, Gary Rohmiller, Cheryl Meir, AJ Mumm, Kurt Bailey,  Peggy Reelitz
1. Meeting was called to order at 2:04 p.m.
2. No October minutes.  Discussed outcomes of the table top exercise conducted.  Major take away from this exercise for most of industry was communication.  What do you have planned if all phone service is interrupted, electricity is out and radios don’t work?  Something for everyone to think about and make sure this is addressed in your individual plans.  Facilities have first aid kits but if on a good day response time to your facility is 20-30 minutes what are you going to do with injured employees when disaster strikes.  Good talking points for the group although there were no solutions to these questions, they need to be addressed in your plan.  
3. The floor was opened for nominations for a Chair Elect.  

Gary Rohmiller volunteered to accept the nomination.


Troy Hugen moved to nominate Gary Rohmiller


Rex Mundt 2nd

Nominations were closed


Unanimously carried


Congratulations to Gary and thanks for accepting position.

4. A. How does LEPC become active in the upcoming Airport exercise?  The date of the exercise will be forwarded to LEPC once confirmed.  It is scheduled for August 4-5.  The current scenario is F-16 & commercial/civilian ground collision.  
What would the role of the LEPC be in this exercise?  It would most likely be an observe and learn how ICS works in a disaster.

Could the planning committee simulate an incident at the Fed Ex or UPS terminal to give it more life to the LEPC?  Cameron is going to check with the planning committee and report back.

B.  New membership – how do we recruit new members?  Ankeny Fire Chief has worked with a couple of businesses in Ankeny who are not currently members.  He asked Deputy Chief Chiappano to reach out to the safety directors to introduce the LEPC to them.  Gary Rohmiller was assigned to assist in this venture.  If anyone else is willing to contact their neighbors or partners please do so.  If we want to keep this an active group, we need input from more than a handful of businesses.
There will be a Safety Director Organization meeting next months in Ankeny.  Chief Mundt will introduce the LEPC to those members for potential membership.

Discussion – with all the information that the EPA publishes online, many businesses don’t think they need to be part of the LEPC.  This group is more than rules and regs.  It is an opportunity to get to know those around you and share information that may help with planning, training, resource management.  

It has been beneficial to have industry audit industry because they may bring some issues to light, i.e. what they have been hit with on an inspection, what type of equipment has raised questions, etc.  

Would it be beneficial to incorporate LEPC with Safeguard Iowa Partnership (SIP)?  SIP is a private/public partnership which works together in many aspects of business.  They currently do not have a sub-group that addresses hazardous materials which makes it difficult to make a decision on the question.  AJ will speak with Jami Haberl of SIP to discuss her thoughts on the benefits of integrating the two entities.  

5. With the Hazmat contract between Polk County Board of Supervisors and the City of Des Moines being renegotiated, should the LEPC send letter of support to the Board of Supervisors?  As a citizen or business in Polk County the service is definitely needed and talks are moving forward so there probably isn’t a need for a letter at this time.

Troy Hugen moved to have the April meeting moved to no later than May 20, 2012 to narrow the time between meetings for this year.  

After discussion it was determined by the Chair, to move the meeting to May 8, 2012.

6. Troy moved to adjourn

Gary 2nd
           Unanimously carried

            Adjourned at 1540
