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“THE KIDS LEARN SO 
MUCH ABOUT EARTH 
MATERIALS AND HAVE 
SO MUCH FUN THEY DO 
NOT EVEN REALIZE THAT 
THEY ARE LEARNING 
WHAT THEY NEED TO BE.”
3rd grade teacher 



YEAR AT A GLANCE

From July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015, the Environmental Education staff connected with various audiences for 
a total of 38,685 hours.

Contact hours are the amount of time each individual spends with a naturalist. Example: If a two hour program 
has 10 participants, the contact hours equal 20.

Spending more time with participants can provide a higher impact. The goal is quality verses quanity.

31,957 TOTAL PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Youth 2,706

Adult 2,356 

Family 3,123

School 21,930
66%

17%

7%

10%
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 PROGRAMS PARTICIPANTS CONTACT 
   HOURS

SCHOOL  1141 21,930 25,577

FAMILY 81 3,123 3,092

ADULT  63  2,356 6,796

YOUTH 139 2,770 2,194

PRESCHOOL 86 1,778 1,026

TOTALS 1,510 31,957 38,685
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School - 21,930 
Family - 3,123 
Adult - 2,356 
Youth - 2,770 
Pre-School - 1,778 



School programs are the major focus of the environmental 
education unit. We continue to work to align our classroom 
presentations and field trips with Next Generation Science 
Standards. This allows teachers to provide hands-on field trip 
experiences. Classroom programs and field trips help students 
meet learning objectives while having fun.

NUMBER OF STUDENTS BY GRADE
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* Other includes home school groups and schools outside Polk County

PRESENTATIONS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(representing all 10 districts)

125 FIELD TRIPS, INVOLVING 711
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SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Students analyze and interpret data they collect 
during a pond study at Jester Park
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A total of 125 field trips, involving 702 
programs and 8,959 students, were 
conducted during the 2014-15 school year. 
With some schools having difficulty with 
bus funding, the Great Outdoors Foundation 
provides a limited number of school bus 
scholarships. During the past year, 21 buses 
were funded allowing almost 1,400 students 
to experience nature in Polk County Parks.
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Jordan Creek students canoeing the oxbows at
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt.  

NUMBER OF FIELD TRIPS BY GRADE

When asked, 
“What did you like 

best about your Polk 
County Conservation 

program?”, one 
4th grade teacher 

commented: 

125 FIELD TRIPS, INVOLVING 711

“THE FIELD TRIP DOES AN EXCELLENT JOB OF 
COVERING CONTENT WITHIN THE HABITAT. 
IN ADDITION, THEY WERE FLEXIBLE IN USING 
CONTENT WE NEEDED THEM TO COVER.”

SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS

PROGRAMS & 8,959 STUDENTS
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Family - 2,548 

Adult - 1,803 

Youth - 231 

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

SPECIAL EVENTS
1,448 people attended special events. These events often involve partnerships and have multiple programs 
taking place at one time. Event partners are in parentheses.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS ATTENDANCE 4,582

• Iowa Outdoor Expo at Des Moines 
Izaak Walton League (Iowa DNR 
and Des Moines Izaak Walton 
League)

• Youth Waterfowl Fun Day at 
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt 
(Iowa DNR and Ducks 
Unlimited)

• Walk for Wildlife at Chichaqua 
Bottoms Greenbelt (Greater Des 
Moines Volkssport Association)

• Bald Eagle Watch at Jester Park/
Saylorville Lake (Army Corps 
of Engineers – Saylorville Lake, 
Iowa DNR and Dallas County 
Conservation)

• Senior Fishing Derby at Easter 
Lake Park (Polk County Senior 
Services)

• Pollination Celebration at Easter 
Lake Park (Blank Park Zoo and 
Reiman Gardens)

6 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

Environmental
Education 



FAMILY PROGRAMS
• Presented eleven Nature’s Story Hour and Nature Playdates in 

various PCC parks

• Co-sponsored Nature Friends, a parent/child program, with West 
Des Moines Park and Recreation and Des Moines Izaak Walton 
League

• Twenty-three youth became “Junior Naturalists” by attending multiple 
programs and doing independent nature activities

• Programs during spring and winter break were popular with families

• Ten “Discover Your Parks” programs were offered to help introduce 
families to the parks in their community. Each program averaged 25 
people

YOUTH PROGRAMS
• Four, week-long summer camps connected youth to the outdoors 

through hands-on learning activities and adventures

• A day-long survival skills spring break camp taught fire building, 
archery, and geocaching

• Thirteen “summer skill” programs helped engage 179, 10-16 year olds in 
fun physical activities like canoeing, kayaking and geocaching.

ADULT PROGRAMS
• Continued growth of O.W.L.S. (Older Wiser Livelier Seniors) monthly 

program, average attendance was 80 people

• Conducted six eco-bus tours, for a total of 297 participants

• Led a paddling adventure trip to the  Buffalo River in Arkansas

• Facilitated four “Book Worms” (environmental book club) programs 
during the winter 

• Led a weekend backpacking trip to Yellow River State Forest

• Hosted music in the park at the Jester Park Amphitheater on holiday 
weekends

• Led multiple rain barrel construction workshops and kayaking programs

72014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

PUBLIC PROGRAMS ATTENDANCE 4,582



SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is an easy and effective way 
to connect to the public. The data below 
reflects the ever increasing number of 
methods and users.
• Twitter followers . . . . . . . . . . . . 405
• Facebook followers . . . . . . . . . 1,949
• Pinterest followers  . . . . . . . . . . 257
• E-Newsletter subscribers . . . . 9,774
• YouTube total views  . . . . . . . . 7,428
• Guide by Cell
 – prompts dialed  . . . . . . . . . . 2,827
 – new dialers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,687
 -  hours of messages  heard  . . . 71
• Quick Response (QR) 
 – code views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

SPECIAL PROJECTS
• Maintain Jester Park bird blind
• Update 56 Guide by Cell messages and 12 

QR codes
• Provide 11 Park Packs for free check out to 

families and youth groups
• Write bi-monthly Ask the Naturalist news 

columns in the Bull’s Eye Newspaper and 
Polk County Senior Bulletin

• Maintain Jester Park Natural Playscape 
and Elk/Bison Education Plaza

• Publish Nature News three times a year
• Particpate in Jester Park Nature Center 

fundraising and interpretive display 
planning

GRANTS RECEIVED
Received $24,680 for a Resource 
Enhancement and Protect/Conservation 
Education Program (REAP/CEP) grant 
titled Pollination Celebration. This grant 
educated participants on the importance 
of pollinators. Partners included the 
Blank Park Zoo, Reiman Gardens, Polk 
Soil and Water Conservation District, Polk 
County Master Gardeners and Central 
Campus School. The goal was to educate 
1,000 people about pollinators and 
actions they can take to help prevent the 
decline. This was the second year in a 
row that our grant ranked first. 

OUTREACH
• Presented Pollination Celebration at 

the National Association of Interpreters 
Conference

• Orienteering and survival presentations 
at OJ (Outdoor Journey) for Girls. This 
program introduces 12-15 year old girls 
to outdoor skills 

• Bat presentation at Mysteries of the 
Castle at the Salisbury House, a family 
friendly day filled with education and 
fun

• Iowa State University Taking the Road 
Less Traveled on careers in conservation 
sponsored by the Women in Science 
and Engineering

• Presented programs to ten local 
libraries assisting with their reading 
programs

• Provided programming opportunities 
to local civic and professional 
organizations

• Presented results of the REAP/CEP 
Watershed grant to Iowa Association 
of Naturalist conference and at Winter 
Solstice

STAFF: 
Patrice Petersen-Keys, 
 Environmental Education Coordinator
Heidi Anderson, Naturalist 
Joe Boyles, Naturalist 
Lori Foresman-Kirpes, Naturalist 
Lewis Major, Naturalist 
Beth Waage, Seasonal Naturalist
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ANNUAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

MEDIA RELATIONS

• Interview with WHO-Radio - Sports-
man’s Notebook on mammals of Iowa
• Interview with WOI-TV about mos-
quito populations and control
• Interview with WHO-Radio on the 
importance of pollinators
• Edited four television commercials 
promoting outdoor recreation. This 
was a joint promotional campaign with 
Mills Fleet Farm.


