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Discussion with Tim Goldman 

 
 
Background:  Tim works with one of a number of local “Food Pantry Gardens” locally that are focused 
on raising fresh produce for distribution at food pantries and other emergency food providers.  His 
garden, the Faith and Grace Garden at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in West Des Moines, is working on 
a project to turn green waste into fertilizer and package and sell it. 

The project would involve Dowling Catholic High School students, (compensated) homeless individuals 
and volunteers.  Green waste would be digested with worm composting, and the work castings bagged 
in teabags, which could later be mixed with water to make a tea that can be sprayed as a garden 
fertilizer. 

Tim’s challenges include finding supervisors, locations for raising garden seedlings, and retail 
establishment for selling the teabags.  Stakeholders provided the following advice: 

• Contact school FFA chapters to lead seedling efforts 
• Contact churches who have faith gardens as likely locations to sell the teabags 
• Contact the new Tallgrass Coop as a possible retail outlet 
• ISU Extension Master Gardeners might be open to a role in some function 
• Food Corps workers could be enlisted for a variety of roles 
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