
  

 

Each County in Iowa, or in some cases a 

group of counties, have a Local Emergency 

Planning Committee.  The State Emergency 

Response Commission appoints committee 

members from: 

· Emergency response agencies 

· State, County and local officials 

· Firefighters 

· Emergency medical services 

· Health officials 

· Hospitals 

· Transportation agencies 

· Media 

· Industry 

· Law Enforcement 

· Emergency Management 

· Educational Institutions 

 

The Polk County LEPC meets the second 
Tuesday of January, April, July and October.  
If you are interested in participating in or 
attending a meeting call 515.286.2107. 

Polk County 

LEPC 

  

the LEPC 

For more information about the LEPC  
Or to request printed literature  

Or to schedule a speaker for your class or group: 

Call us at 515.286.2107 
Or check out our website at 

www.co.polk.ia.us and click on Emergency Management 

 

Literature available on these topics: 

· Shelter in place 

· Emergency planning at home 

· Hazardous materials awareness 

· Emergency release notification 

· Hazardous chemical reporting 

· If you see a spill 

Local Emergency Planning Commission 
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For more information about the LEPC  
Or to request printed literature  

Or to schedule a speaker for your class or group: 

“To enhance the  

protection of the  

community and the  

environment from  

hazardous materials  

incidents and other  

related hazards through 

planning, preparation 

and communication  

between citizens,  

business, industry and 

government.” 

Polk County LEPC 
Mission Statement 

 

· Emergency Response Planning 

The LEPC regularly prepares and updates 
a hazardous materials emergency re-
sponse plan for Polk County.  The plan 
gives guidance to communities and county 
officials for preparing and responding to 
hazardous materials incidents. 

· Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Response Training 

Training is offered for first responders 
including fire, law enforcement, emer-
gency medical services, emergency man-
agement and public works personnel.  The 
LEPC works with the county’s homeland 
security effort to coordinate training, ex-
ercise and resources to increase the 
county’s capability to respond to acts of 
terrorism involving chemical, biological or 
nuclear weapons. 

· Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Response Exercises 

The LEPC works with area first responder 
agencies to sponsor exercises that test the 
county’s ability to respond to hazardous 
materials incidents 

 Call us at 515.286.2107 
Or check out our website at 

www.co.polk.ia.us and click on Emergency Management 

· Public Information 

Federal law requires companies with 
large quantities of hazardous chemicals to 
file an annual report with the LEPC and 
the state.  The Polk County LEPC maintains 
a database of this information with the 
help of the Polk County Emergency Man-
agement  Agency.  The LEPC responds to 
requests for information from the public.  
The LEPC helps provide information to 
area businesses and the public about safe 
handling and storage procedures for haz-
ardous chemicals.  

· LEPCs and Deliberate Releases: 
Addressing Terrorist Activities in 
the Local Emergency Plan 

 
In recent years, the threat of terrorist inci-
dents involving chemical and biological 
materials has increased.  Local emergency 
planning committees (LEPCs) consider the 
possibility of terrorist events as they re-
view existing plans and consider how to 
incorporate counter-terrorism (CT) meas-
ures into their plans.  CT planning and 
preparedness is often an extension of 
existing activities, rather than a totally 
new effort.   

Roles and 
Responsibilities of the 

Local Emergency 
Planning Committee 
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