
Polk County Advisory Board of Health Minutes

8:35 a.m. December 20

                                                
th

Members present:  Donald Anderson, Thomas Newton 

, 2013 

Members absent: John Olds, Reylon Meeks, Bobbretta Brewton 

 
Agenda Items 

Summary 

 

 
Approval of Minutes • Minutes were not approved due to lack of quorum.  

By Cari Spear 
Title V Update 

 

• 26 different languages at VNS 
• I-Smile Results for FFY 2013 (10/01/2012-09/30/2013) 

o 575 Children received dental screenings 
o 581 children received fluoride varnish 
o 3714 children received a dental referral 
o 1490 children received dental care coordination 

• Iowa Mission of Mercy (October 18-19 at the Iowa State Fair 
Grounds, Varied Industry Building) 

o Iowa Dental Association has not released the final report with 
numbers of patients seen but the initial projection are that of 
1476 patients received just over $1,000,000 worth of free 
dental services. 

• I-Smile and the Jump Start Back to School Health Fair (Saturday July 
27,2013) 

o 560 children received dental screenings. 
o Children were all provided with a dental referral and outreach 

referral for those needing a way to pay for their dental care. 
o 88 children were referred to the VNS Outreach team for 

Medicaid and Voucher fund application. 
o Dental office referrals were given to 28% of the children 

screened. 
o 82 children received their Kindergarten or 9th

• Des Moines Water Works 

 grade Dental 
Screening Certificate for School. 

o Currently reviewing the continuation of adding fluoride to the 
drinking water. 

o If you are interested in providing support for water fluoridation 
please consider reviewing the information on the Des Moines 
Water Work website http://www.dmww.org.  

• Maternal Child Health  
o Promote the health of low-income mothers and children 
o Ensure access to quality preventive health services 
o Reduce infant mortality and the incidence of preventable 

diseases 
o Increase the number of children appropriately immunized 

against diseases 
o Promote the development of community-based systems of care 

for pregnant women, children and families. 
• FFY 2013 Child Health Data 

o 85% Of Children participating the EPSDT Program83% of 
Medicaid enrolled children ages 0-21 who receive at least one 

http://www.dmww.org/�


preventive health screen 
o 74& of 2 year olds up-to-date immunizations 4-3-1-3-3-1-4 

Coverage. This data is taken out of IRIS and is not always 
correct because some places do not enter immunizations into 
IRIS. 

o 90.7% of children age 9-35 months received a blood lead test. 
• FFY 2013 Maternal Health Data 

o 85% of women receiving prenatal care beginning in first 
trimester. 

o 90% of women delivering an infant at a healthy brith weight of 
5.5lbs and above. This is due to Intervention and care 
coordination. 

o 16% of women smoking upon admission. 
o 70% of women who start breast feeding 

 They have started to track how long women are breast 
feeding for. 

o Women volunteer to be in the program. 
o It is free. 
o 423 pregnant women received homes visits (most teens, 

youngest 12, and oldest 42). 18% increase from FFY 2012 
• Every client gets screened for depression. (Pregnant women get 

screened 2-3 times during their care). 
 

By Rick Kozin 

Public Health Director 
Report (written report + 
comments) 

    

• Lead Testing in children 
o Given a packet of a summary of some data we collect of testing 

for lead poisoning. 
o The total test is more than the number of children tested 

because some children are re-tested. The total elevated is the 
number of test results greater than 10 micrograms per deciliter. 

o In 2008, there were a total of 13,745 tests with 242 test 
elevated. In 2012, 120 of the 11,013 test were elevated. 2006-
2012 the total number of kids getting tested went up because of 
the new law that every child gets tested. Not surprisingly the 
rate of elevated results has come down but so has the actual 
number of elevated results. 

• Health Department Outcomes 
o We have developed proposed outcomes for all programs and 

strategies 
o We have developed 3 measures for each strategy: How much 

did we do? How well did we do it? Is anyone better off? 
o We have started to collect data for FY 2012-2013. 
o We need to review whether we have identified the best 

measures and whether we have good data sources for the 
measures.  

By Scott Slater 

Board of Health/Board of 
Supervisors Action Review 

 

• FY 14 Immunization Services contract from Iowa Department of 
Public Health. Second year of a 5 year cycle. And also second year 
with a small increase in funding (8%).  All funds partially offset 
nursing and support staff costs to administer Vaccine for Children 
program. Unsure at this time what effect Affordable Care Act will 
have on this in the future. 

• Amendment to TB MOU adding additional funding for DOT and 
medical evaluation. 

• Three year contract with Dr Alarcon to continue as medical director 
($51,500/year). Has served in this capacity since 2009. Services 



provided:  direct medical serves, consultation, chart review and 
daytime and evening/weekend on call. 

By Chris Frantsvog 

2013 Suicide Survivor 
Conference 

• Held at Des Moines University on November 23rd

• Down 5 people from 2012 
, 2013.  

• 70-90 suicides in Polk County each year 
• 116 registered online 
• 8 were walk ins 
• 80 total attendees  
• Tried to target communities that do not have a conference in their city 

or around them. 
• Participants were from: Prairie City, Pella, Marshalltown, Eldora, 

Indianola, St. Charles, Huxley, Russell, Oskaloosa, LeGrand, Lorimor, 
Iowa Falls, Mitchellville, Ogden, Perry, Ames, Anita, Boone, Lamoni, 
New Virginia and Tama. 

o Who they lost 
 Child- 30 
 Parent- 14 
 Spouse/partner- 16 
 Sibling- 17 
 Boyfriend/Girlfriend/Fiancé- 3 
 Friend/Colleague- 25 
 Conference staff, exhibitor, general interest, cousin, 

other relatives, support, client, self-attempt and attempt 
by a family member. 

• What are some ways we can make people aware of the conference? 
 

By Kari Lebeda Townsend 
Communicable Disease 

 

• Cryptosporidium- Have already seen 6 cases so far this month. 
• TB cases have been a consistent numbers all year 8 to 11 cases per 

month. 
• Sexually Transmitted Diseases cases were at total low for the entire 

year at 214. This is because we saw fewer patients in November. 
• None Committee Member 

Comments 
• None Public Comments 

 

 
Adjournment 

 
Meeting adjourned  at 9:10 am 

 

Next meeting January 17, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. 

Others present

Rick Kozin, PCHD       

: 

 Scott Slater, PCHD          

Kari Lebeda Townsend, PCHD 

Ralph Marasco, County Attorney  

Chris Frantsvog, PCHD 

Cari Spear, VNS 

Mandy Ulmer, PCHD 



     


