
 

 
 

Polk County Conservation Board Meeting – April 8, 2015 

 
 
 
April 8, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. 
 
Po lk  County Admin i s t ra t ion  B ldg.  
111  Cour t  Avenue,  Room 120 
Des  Moines,  IA  50309  
 

AGENDA  
 

1) Opening Items 
a) Roll Call 
b) Action on the Minutes of the Previous Meeting(s) 
c) Financial Reports 
d) Director's Remarks 
e) Board Chair and Member's Remarks 

 

2) Public Comments 
 

3) Consent Agenda Items 
Note:  These are routine items and will be enacted by one roll call vote without separate discussion unless a Board Member, PCCB 
employee or member of the public requests an item be removed to be considered separately.  Please notify a PCCB Member to 
have an item removed. 

a) Action on Bill List:  approve the PCCB March 2015 bill list. 
  

4) Public Hearing: Transfer of Property to City of Ankeny 
5) Public Hearing: Great Western Trail Extension to Bill Riley Trail Project 
6) Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Master Plan - Scope of Services 
7) Polk County Conservation, Water Quality Monitoring 
8) Employees, Recent Hires 
9) Closed Session, Land Acquisition 

 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
The information identified on this agenda may be obtained in accessible formats by qualified persons with a disability. To receive 
information or to request an accommodation to participate in a meeting, hearing, service, program or activity conducted by this office, 
contact the Polk County Conservation Board Office, 11407 NW Jester Park Drive, Granger, 515-323-5300. 
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1) Opening Items 
 

a) Roll Call 
 

b) Action on the Minutes of the Previous Meeting(s) 
 

The Polk County Conservation Board met in regular session on March 11, 2015.  Minutes for the 
meeting are attached. 
 
c) Financial Reports 
 
d) Director's Remarks 
 
e) Board Chair and Member's Remarks 
 

2) Public Comments 
 
3) Consent Agenda Items 
 

a) Action on the Bill List 
 
March 2015 expenditures have been e-mailed to the Board for review. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approve the PCCB March 2015 bill list. 
 

4) Public Hearing: Transfer of Property to City of Ankeny 
 

A public hearing will be held at which time any person may appear to speak for or against the 
transfer of trail right-of-way property to the City of Ankeny located from Hwy. 69 through 
Oralabor Road to the south end of the Ankeny Corporate limits. 
 
The City of Ankeny and Polk County Conservation Board worked as partners to acquire the UP 
Industrial Lead rail road right-of-way when it was abandoned.  The Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation (INHF) purchased the property and held it until the City and PCC could raise the 
funds through grants and budgeted monies to acquire it from the INHF. (Map attached) 
 
The first series of grants allowed for the purchase of approximately 2/3's of the property and Polk 
County transferred a portion to Ankeny last year.  The final grant (State Recreational Trails Grant) 
was received last year and the INHF transferred the remaining property to Polk County 
Conservation. 
 
The original agreement with Ankeny is that they would own all of the abandoned  R-O-W within 
city boundaries and use that property for the extension of the High Trestle Trail southward through 
their community.  That land is shown on the accompanying document (7 distinct parcels of 
approx. 21.451 acres). 
 
Polk County Conservation has no further use for the property as the City of Ankeny will be 
developing that portion of the trail and to fulfill our commitment, we need to transfer a portion of 
the property that lies within the City of Ankeny to the City. 
 

- Loren Lown 
Parks and Natural Areas Administrator 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  That the PCCB resolve that they have no further use for the 7 parcels 
of the former UP industrial Lead that lie within the City of Ankeny  and that the transfer of that 
land to the City of Ankeny will not interfere with the use of the land as parkland and further 
resolve to request that the Polk County Board of Supervisors deed the property to the City of 
Ankeny as per our agreement. 

 
 
5) Public Hearing: Great Western Trail Extension to Bill Riley Trail Project 
 

A public hearing will be held at which time any person may appear to speak for or against the 
proposed plans, specifications, and estimated costs for the Great Western Trail extension to Bill 
Riley Trail project, starting from current trailhead south of George Flagg Parkway, near the Izaak 
Walton League, eastward to 30th Street. 
 
There will be a presentation of the plans, specifications and cost opinion to extend the Great 
Western Trail from the current terminus near the Izaak Walton League clubhouse eastward on the 
old Great Western Trail rail bed to SW 30th Street. 
 
The bids to construct this project will not be requested until  the agreement for the management 
of the Des Moines owned section is completed. 
 

- Loren Lown 
Parks and Natural Areas Administrator 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  That the Board approves of the plans, specifications and cost 
estimate for the Great Western Trail Extension to Bill Riley Trail project and instructs staff to 
advertise for bids to construct the trail extension when the proper management agreement is in 
place; and further directs staff to bring the bid results to the PCCB for action at a future meeting. 

 
 
6) Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Master Plan - Scope of Services 
 

A previous contract with HR Green for a Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt Master Plan has been 
fully executed.  Because of programmatic changes in direction this work needs revision and to 
be completed.  By mutual agreement, RDG Planning & Design will be the primary agency on a 
new contract to finish this project with HR Green acting in a supporting role. 
 
It is anticipated that the new contract with RDG Planning & Design will be brought to the 
meeting for Board consideration. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   To be presented at the meeting. 
 

 
7) Polk County Conservation, Water Quality Monitoring 
 

Polk County Conservation (PCC) will be stepping up its efforts in water quality monitoring 
throughout Polk County. Coordinating volunteers trained in the IOWATER program, 18 trained 
staff will be joining the effort to routinely monitor designated points along waterways both inside 
park boundaries and out.  
 
Joe Boyles and Heidi Anderson will be coordinating the efforts for PCC and accumulating data 
not only as baseline information but also to look for long-term trends. Year one priorities are to be 
focused on monthly data collection of physical and chemical parameters mostly in moving 
water bodies. Quarterly data will be collected from still water bodies. Monitoring sites and 
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frequencies may be added or deleted in the future as data drives the program. If needed, 
additional biological sampling may be added in the future as well.  
 
Year one waterways to be monitored include 4-mile Creek, Camp/Mud/Spring Creeks, Walnut 
Creek, and smaller streams within park boundaries. Several cities and other groups have been 
testing for the last several years, so PCC will fill in the points of these waterways outside of their 
boundaries with the hope of gaining a more complete set of data for each system. 
 
Joe Boyles and Heidi Anderson will be at the meeting to address any questions the Board may 
have. 
 

  
8) Employees, Recent Hires 
 

The following individual(s) have been hired for employment with PCCB: 
 

Approx. 
Start 
Date Employee Position 

 
Rate of 

Pay 
3/9/15 Rhonda Picha Cabin Attendant $11.14/Hr 

3/28/15 Paige Otterson Stables Laborer 1 $9.25/Hr 
3/28/15 Michaela Whitney Stables Laborer 1 $9.25/Hr 

4/6/15 Mike Lanoue Cons. Laborer II $11.14/Hr 
4/6/15 Carroll Lister Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/6/15 Angel Ramirez Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/6/15 Steve Cullinan Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Art Coverdell Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Charles Harper Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Charles Beebe Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Bruce Dodge Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Dan Schulte Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 
4/2015 Lance Queck Cons. Laborer II $11.14/Hr 
5/2015 Justin Held Cons. Laborer I $10.41/Hr 

 
Information only. 
 
 

9) Closed Session, Land Acquisition 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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Polk County Conservation Board 

Polk County Admin. Bldg. 
Room 120 

Des Moines, IA 
 
 
 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 
 
 

The Polk County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, March 11, 
2015.  The meeting was called to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 
 

 
#1a – Roll Call 

Members Present: Johnson, Cataldo, Northway, Levis,  
Members Absent:  Smith (arrived at 5:36 p.m.)  
 
 

 
#1b – Action on the Minutes of the Previous Meeting(s) 

MOTION:  Moved by Cataldo to approve the February 11, 2015 meeting minutes as 
written. 
 
 VOTE YEA:  Levis, Cataldo, Johnson, Northway 
 
 

 
#2 – Public Comments 

No comments. 
 
 

 
#3 – Employee Introduction 

Travis Maak, recently hired to fill Natural Resources Technician position, was introduced to the 
Board. 
 
Director Leopold also introduced Mike McGhee, project manager for Easter Lake Restoration 
project. 
 
Mike Smith arrived at 5:36 p.m. 
 
 

 
#4 – Consent Agenda Items 

MOTION:  Moved by Smith to approve the consent agenda items: 
 a) PCCB February 2015 bill list; 
 b) directing staff to advertise for a public hearing to be held at the April 

 PCCB Board meeting on the transfer of trail right-of-way property to the 
 City of Ankeny located from Hwy. 69 through Oralabor Road to the south 
 end of the Ankeny Corporate limits; 
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Board Meeting:  March 11, 2015             2 
 
 
 c) reimbursement from Green Golf Partners in the amount of $15,453.28 

 rather than the $31,500.38 as originally approved in June 2014 towards 
 the cost of the two Gunnison unisex vault toilets on the Jester Park Golf 
 Course; 

 d) purchase of a 2016 Ford Fusion Hybrid car from Charles Gabus Ford for a 
 price not to exceed $25,368.64 with monies coming from Enterprise 
 Funds; 

 e) restating their support for the Easter Lake Sediment Basin project and 
 confirm the $152,000 PCWLL matching monies is pledged toward this 
 project and, if necessary, toward subsequent grant applications, 
 regardless of the grantor; 

 f) position modifications of converting the four part-time positions as 
 identified to full-time in order to better meet operational demands, effective 
 July 1, 2015, and directs the Accountant to take the necessary steps to 
 implement this action; 

 g) new culvert to be a 48" diameter pipe in lieu of the two 24" pipes that 
 currently exists; and approves paying the difference in cost of $11,237.56 
 out of PCWLL monies. 

 
 VOTE YEA:  Levis, Smith, Northway, Johnson, Cataldo 
 
 

 
#5 – Environmental Education Annual Report 

Patrice Petersen-Keys, Environmental Education Coordinator, briefly reviewed the 2013-2014 
Environmental Education Annual Report. 
 
 

 
#6 – Jester Park Conservation Center / Easter Lake Lodge Discussion 

Board discussion occurred on Conservation Center being at Jester Park versus Easter Lake 
Park.  Board consensus was to move forward with Conservation Center at Jester Park.  
 
Chair Johnson indicated she did not want the facility at Easter Lake Park to just be for parties, 
weddings, etc.  She would like this project to provide an opportunity to utilize education and 
programming as well at the Park. 
 
 

 
#7 – Bond Projects Update 

Director Leopold distributed graphs and proposed spending budget document.   
 
Board discussion occurred on the documents.  Leopold explained that the material was 
informational in nature and could be moved around. 
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Board Meeting:  March 11, 2015             3 
 
 

 
#8 – Naming Practices 

Leopold explained no policy was in place for “naming” parks, water bodies, trails, etc.  
 
Following discussion the Board asked Leopold to do research on naming practices by other 
agencies, such as other CCBs and bring the information back to the Board. 
 
 

 
#9 – Great Western Trail Extension to Bill Riley Trail 

MOTION: Moved by Levis to approve Option #2 (an 8' wide granular trail with 340' of 10' wide 
 concrete paving on the steep eastern end where the slope rises to meet the existing 
 trail) for extending the Great Western Trail at a cost not to exceed $193,000; 
 authorizes the Chair to enter into a contract with Snyder and Associates for design, 
 bidding, and construction services for the Great Western Trail extension at a cost 
 not to exceed $31,400; and further directs staff to advertise for a public hearing to  
 be held at the Board’s April 2015 meeting on the plans and specifications, cost 
 estimate, etc. for this project with potential award of contract at the Board’s May 
 2015 meeting. 
 
 VOTE YEA:  Northway, Cataldo, Johnson, Smith, Levis 
 
 

 
#10 – Land Acquisition 

MOTION: Moved by Smith to authorize the Chair to sign the Offer to Buy the Pries property 
 located near Yellow Banks Park and directs staff to proceed with acquisition of the 
 property at 4290 SE 76th Street, Runnells, Iowa, in the amount of $315,000 which 
 will be paid for with PCWLL funds. 
 
 VOTE YEA:  Smith, Cataldo, Northway, Levis, Johnson 
 
 

 
#11 – Employees, Recent Hires 

Information only. 
 
 

 
#12 – Closed Session, Land Acquisition 

MOTION: Moved by Smith that the Board go into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 
 Section 21.5(j) for the purpose of discussing the purchase of particular real estate 
 where premature discussion could reasonably increase the price of the property. 
 
 VOTE YEA:  Levis, Johnson, Cataldo, Northway, Smith 
 
 
Board returned to open session.  As a result of the closed session discussion, there was no 
further action taken. 
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Board Meeting:  March 11, 2015             4 
 
 

 
Financial Reports 

Leopold remarked on the following: 
Director’s Remarks 

• Touring PCC areas with Board Member Northway, invited Board Members to join 
• Staff reports – Board finds them useful 
• TAP Funding – received for Easter Lake Trail, Phase III 
• Board Member participation in such things as IACCB Fall Conference, workshops, etc. 
• Meeting with Bond Council 

 

Chair remarked on the following. 
Board Chair and Member’s Remarks 

• Leopold would be on vacation next week, Lown covering in his absence 
• Volunteer banquet  
• Congratulated Lown on his Wildlife Society award. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
Adjournment 

 
Prepared by:  Cindy Lentz 
 
Approved: 
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