
Environmental Education and Recreation Resources

Animal Topics

Army Corps of 

Engineers - 

Saylorville 

Lake

Polk County 

Conservation

Metro Waste 

Authority

West Des 

Moines - 

Nature Lodge

Greater DM 

Botanical 

Garden

Des Moines 

Parks and 

Recreation

Polk Soil and 

Water 

Conservation 

District

Blank Park 

Zoo

Teachers 

Going Green

Neal Smith 

National 

Wildlife 

Refuge

Adaptations x x x x x x

Amphibians x x x x x

Animal Care x

Animal Classification x x x x x

Animals of Iowa x x x x x

Animal Winter Survival x x x x x

Arthropods x x

Bats x x x x

Bees x x

Birds x x x x x x

Butterfly Lifecycle x x x x x x

Eggs x x x x x x

Endangered Species x x x x x x

Insects x x x x x x

Mammals x x x x x x

Monarch Tagging x x x x

Owls x x x x x

Pollinators x x x x x x

Reptiles x x x x x x

Spiders x x x x

Tracks x x x x

Winter Bird Feeding x x x



Natural Resource 

Topics

Army Corps of 

Engineers - 

Saylorville 

Lake

Polk County 

Conservation

Metro Waste 

Authority

West Des 

Moines - 

Nature Lodge

Greater DM 

Botanical 

Garden

Des Moines 

Parks and 

Recreation

Polk Soil and 

Water 

Conservation 

District

Blank Park 

Zoo

Teachers 

Going Green

Neal Smith 

National 

Wildlife 

Refuge

Agriculture x

Astronomy x x

Botany x x

Butterfly Plants x x x x

Careers x x x

Climate Change x

Composting x x x

Conservation x x x x x

Environmental Heritage x x x x

Genetics x

Geology x x x x x

Habitats x x x x x x x

Household Hazardous 

Waste x

Landfills x

Landforms x x x

Natural Play x x x x

Nature Inspired Art x x x x x

Plant Adaptations x x x

Pollination x x x x x x

Rain Barrel x x x x x

Recycling x x x x x

Seeds x x x x x

Service Learning x x x x x x

Soil-Composition x x x x x

Sustainability & Green 

Practices x x x x x

Trees x x x x x x

Waste Reduction x x x

Water Cycle x x x x x

Water Quality x x x x x x

Watershed x x x x x x

Weather x x x x x x



Recreational Topics

Army Corps of 

Engineers - 

Saylorville 

Lake

Polk County 

Conservation

Metro Waste 

Authority

West Des 

Moines - 

Nature Lodge

Greater DM 

Botanical 

Garden

Des Moines 

Parks and 

Recreation

Polk Soil and 

Water 

Conservation 

District

Blank Park 

Zoo

Teachers 

Going Green

Neal Smith 

National 

Wildlife 

Refuge

Archery x x

Canoeing x x x

Cross Country Skiing x

Fishing x x x x x

Geocaching x x x x x

Hike x x x x x

Kayaking x x x

Orienteering x x x x

Snow Shoeing x x x

Fee Organization 

No Army Corps of Engineers /Saylorville Lake 

No Polk County Conservation 

No Metro Waste Authority - serving the Des Moines Metro Area

Yes West Des Moines Parks and Recreation - serving West Des Moines, Clive and Urbandale  

Melanie.perry@wdm.iowa.gov

Yes Greater DM Botanical Garden  - on site programming only 

No Des Moines Parks and Recreation - field trips to Des Moines City Parks only

No Polk Soil and Water Conservation District

Yes Blank Park Zoo

No Teachers Going Green

No Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge

http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/Missions/Recreation/SaylorvilleLake/Education.aspx
http://www.polkcountyiowa.gov/conservation/education/
http://www.whereitshouldgo.com/educate
http://www.wdm.iowa.gov/index.aspx?page=197
mailto:Melanie.perry@wdm.iowa.gov
http://www.dmbotanicalgarden.com/events-programs/students-teachers/
http://www.dmgov.org/Departments/Parks/Pages/EducationVolunteering.aspx
http://polk-swcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=55&Itemid=78
http://www.blankparkzoo.com/en/education/
http://www.teachers-going-green.com/
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/neal_smith/

