
  BOARD MEETING 
 
 

March 9, 2016  
5:30 p.m. 

Po lk  County Admin i s t ra t ion  B ldg. ,  Room 120 
111  Cour t  Ave. ,  Des  Moines 

 
AGENDA 

 
1) Roll Call 
2) Public Comments 
3) Financial Reports 
4) Environmental Education Annual Report Presentation 
5) E-Bike Discussion 
6) Jester Park Nature Center Update 
7) Action on the Minutes of the Previous Meeting(s) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
Note:  These are routine items and will be enacted by one roll call vote without separate 
discussion unless a Board Member or member of the public requests an item be removed to 
be considered separately.  Please notify a PCCB Member to have an item removed. 
 
8) Action on Bill List: Approving February 2016 bill list 
9) Jester Park Nature Center, LAWCON Grant:  Approving submission of a Land and Water 

Conservation (LAWCON) fund grant for the Jester Park Nature Center Outdoor 
Streamscape 

10) Yellow Banks Park, Priest Property: Ratifying boiler and water heater replacement at Priest 
Property, 4290 S.E. 76th Street, Runnells (Yellow Banks Park) 

11) Trails & Greenways Advisory Committee (TAG):  Approving reappointment of Ginger 
Soelburg and Chris McCarthy to an additional term on the Trails and Greenways Advisory 
Committee 

12) Easter Lake Park, Right of Entry - WRA:  Approving Temporary Right-Of-Entry Agreement 
for Easter Lake dredge pipe installation onto Des Moines Metropolitan Wastewater 
Reclamation Authority property 

13) Jester Park Nature Center, Fundraising:  Approving sponsorship opportunities and 
 amounts for the Jester Park Nature Center 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
14) Jester Park Golf Course, RFP:  Receive and file general overview of process for Jester Park 

Golf Course Requests For Proposals and requests one to two Board Members serve on the 
evaluation committee 

15) Park/Park Facility Naming Policy:  Receive and File Park/Park Facility Naming Policy 
16) Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources, Cooperative Agreement:  Approving five-year 

Cooperative Agreement with Iowa Department of Natural Resources to secure Iowa 
ecotype prairie seed for natural resource restoration efforts 

17) Grant Writing Services Contract:  Approve contract for grant writing services for an 
 amount not to exceed $20,000 
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BOARD DISCUSSION 
18) Director's Report  
19) Board Chair and Members' Remarks 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
20) Land Acquisition 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
March 13: Volunteer Banquet, Jester Lodge 
March 23: All-Staff Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Jester Lodge 
April 21:  Jester Park Nature Center Launch Announcement 
June 5: Great Outdoors Foundation Backwoods Challenge 
June 15: Great Outdoors Foundation Annual Best Shot Golf Tournament 
September 4:  Glow Wild 
November 11: Buck Naked Need Dough - Locally Grown, Locally Brewed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information identified on this agenda may be obtained in accessible formats by qualified persons with a disability. To receive 
information or to request an accommodation to participate in a meeting, hearing, service, program or activity conducted by this 
office, contact the Polk County Conservation Board Office, 11407 NW Jester Park Drive, Granger, 515-323-5300 
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2 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

“THE KIDS LEARN SO 
MUCH ABOUT EARTH 
MATERIALS AND HAVE 
SO MUCH FUN THEY DO 
NOT EVEN REALIZE THAT 
THEY ARE LEARNING 
WHAT THEY NEED TO BE.”
3rd grade teacher 

7



YEAR AT A GLANCE

From July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015, the Environmental Education staff connected with various audiences for 
a total of 38,685 hours.

Contact hours are the amount of time each individual spends with a naturalist. Example: If a two hour program 
has 10 participants, the contact hours equal 20.

Spending more time with participants can provide a higher impact. The goal is quality verses quanity.

31,957 TOTAL PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Youth 2,706

Adult 2,356 

Family 3,123

School 21,930
66%

17%

7%

10%

32014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

 PROGRAMS PARTICIPANTS CONTACT 
   HOURS

SCHOOL  1141 21,930 25,577

FAMILY 81 3,123 3,092

ADULT  63  2,356 6,796

YOUTH 139 2,770 2,194

PRESCHOOL 86 1,778 1,026

TOTALS 1,510 31,957 38,685

Environmental
Education 

 

 

69% 

10% 

7% 

9% 
5% 

School - 21,930 
Family - 3,123 
Adult - 2,356 
Youth - 2,770 
Pre-School - 1,778 
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School programs are the major focus of the environmental 
education unit. We continue to work to align our classroom 
presentations and field trips with Next Generation Science 
Standards. This allows teachers to provide hands-on field trip 
experiences. Classroom programs and field trips help students 
meet learning objectives while having fun.

NUMBER OF STUDENTS BY GRADE

4 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

* Other includes home school groups and schools outside Polk County

PRESENTATIONS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT
(representing all 10 districts)

125 FIELD TRIPS, INVOLVING 711

Environmental
Education 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Students analyze and interpret data they collect 
during a pond study at Jester Park
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A total of 125 field trips, involving 702 
programs and 8,959 students, were 
conducted during the 2014-15 school year. 
With some schools having difficulty with 
bus funding, the Great Outdoors Foundation 
provides a limited number of school bus 
scholarships. During the past year, 21 buses 
were funded allowing almost 1,400 students 
to experience nature in Polk County Parks.

5 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

Jordan Creek students canoeing the oxbows at
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt.  

NUMBER OF FIELD TRIPS BY GRADE

When asked, 
“What did you like 

best about your Polk 
County Conservation 

program?”, one 
4th grade teacher 

commented: 

125 FIELD TRIPS, INVOLVING 711

“THE FIELD TRIP DOES AN EXCELLENT JOB OF 
COVERING CONTENT WITHIN THE HABITAT. 
IN ADDITION, THEY WERE FLEXIBLE IN USING 
CONTENT WE NEEDED THEM TO COVER.”

SCHOOL FIELD TRIPS

PROGRAMS & 8,959 STUDENTS
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Family - 2,548 

Adult - 1,803 

Youth - 231 

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

SPECIAL EVENTS
1,448 people attended special events. These events often involve partnerships and have multiple programs 
taking place at one time. Event partners are in parentheses.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS ATTENDANCE 4,582

• Iowa Outdoor Expo at Des Moines 
Izaak Walton League (Iowa DNR 
and Des Moines Izaak Walton 
League)

• Youth Waterfowl Fun Day at 
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt 
(Iowa DNR and Ducks 
Unlimited)

• Walk for Wildlife at Chichaqua 
Bottoms Greenbelt (Greater Des 
Moines Volkssport Association)

• Bald Eagle Watch at Jester Park/
Saylorville Lake (Army Corps 
of Engineers – Saylorville Lake, 
Iowa DNR and Dallas County 
Conservation)

• Senior Fishing Derby at Easter 
Lake Park (Polk County Senior 
Services)

• Pollination Celebration at Easter 
Lake Park (Blank Park Zoo and 
Reiman Gardens)

6 2014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

Environmental
Education 
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FAMILY PROGRAMS
• Presented eleven Nature’s Story Hour and Nature Playdates in 

various PCC parks

• Co-sponsored Nature Friends, a parent/child program, with West 
Des Moines Park and Recreation and Des Moines Izaak Walton 
League

• Twenty-three youth became “Junior Naturalists” by attending multiple 
programs and doing independent nature activities

• Programs during spring and winter break were popular with families

• Ten “Discover Your Parks” programs were offered to help introduce 
families to the parks in their community. Each program averaged 25 
people

YOUTH PROGRAMS
• Four, week-long summer camps connected youth to the outdoors 

through hands-on learning activities and adventures

• A day-long survival skills spring break camp taught fire building, 
archery, and geocaching

• Thirteen “summer skill” programs helped engage 179, 10-16 year olds in 
fun physical activities like canoeing, kayaking and geocaching.

ADULT PROGRAMS
• Continued growth of O.W.L.S. (Older Wiser Livelier Seniors) monthly 

program, average attendance was 80 people

• Conducted six eco-bus tours, for a total of 297 participants

• Led a paddling adventure trip to the  Buffalo River in Arkansas

• Facilitated four “Book Worms” (environmental book club) programs 
during the winter 

• Led a weekend backpacking trip to Yellow River State Forest

• Hosted music in the park at the Jester Park Amphitheater on holiday 
weekends

• Led multiple rain barrel construction workshops and kayaking programs

72014/15 ANNUAL REPORT

PUBLIC PROGRAMS ATTENDANCE 4,582
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is an easy and effective way 
to connect to the public. The data below 
reflects the ever increasing number of 
methods and users.
• Twitter followers . . . . . . . . . . . . 405
• Facebook followers . . . . . . . . . 1,949
• Pinterest followers  . . . . . . . . . . 257
• E-Newsletter subscribers . . . . 9,774
• YouTube total views  . . . . . . . . 7,428
• Guide by Cell
 – prompts dialed  . . . . . . . . . . 2,827
 – new dialers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,687
 -  hours of messages  heard  . . . 71
• Quick Response (QR) 
 – code views . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112

SPECIAL PROJECTS
• Maintain Jester Park bird blind
• Update 56 Guide by Cell messages and 12 

QR codes
• Provide 11 Park Packs for free check out to 

families and youth groups
• Write bi-monthly Ask the Naturalist news 

columns in the Bull’s Eye Newspaper and 
Polk County Senior Bulletin

• Maintain Jester Park Natural Playscape 
and Elk/Bison Education Plaza

• Publish Nature News three times a year
• Particpate in Jester Park Nature Center 

fundraising and interpretive display 
planning

GRANTS RECEIVED
Received $24,680 for a Resource 
Enhancement and Protect/Conservation 
Education Program (REAP/CEP) grant 
titled Pollination Celebration. This grant 
educated participants on the importance 
of pollinators. Partners included the 
Blank Park Zoo, Reiman Gardens, Polk 
Soil and Water Conservation District, Polk 
County Master Gardeners and Central 
Campus School. The goal was to educate 
1,000 people about pollinators and 
actions they can take to help prevent the 
decline. This was the second year in a 
row that our grant ranked first. 

OUTREACH
• Presented Pollination Celebration at 

the National Association of Interpreters 
Conference

• Orienteering and survival presentations 
at OJ (Outdoor Journey) for Girls. This 
program introduces 12-15 year old girls 
to outdoor skills 

• Bat presentation at Mysteries of the 
Castle at the Salisbury House, a family 
friendly day filled with education and 
fun

• Iowa State University Taking the Road 
Less Traveled on careers in conservation 
sponsored by the Women in Science 
and Engineering

• Presented programs to ten local 
libraries assisting with their reading 
programs

• Provided programming opportunities 
to local civic and professional 
organizations

• Presented results of the REAP/CEP 
Watershed grant to Iowa Association 
of Naturalist conference and at Winter 
Solstice

STAFF: 
Patrice Petersen-Keys, 
 Environmental Education Coordinator
Heidi Anderson, Naturalist 
Joe Boyles, Naturalist 
Lori Foresman-Kirpes, Naturalist 
Lewis Major, Naturalist 
Beth Waage, Seasonal Naturalist

Environmental
Education 

ANNUAL 
HIGHLIGHTS

MEDIA RELATIONS

• Interview with WHO-Radio - Sports-
man’s Notebook on mammals of Iowa
• Interview with WOI-TV about mos-
quito populations and control
• Interview with WHO-Radio on the 
importance of pollinators
• Edited four television commercials 
promoting outdoor recreation. This 
was a joint promotional campaign with 
Mills Fleet Farm.
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Polk County Conservation Board 

Polk County Administration Bldg, Room 120 
111 Court Avenue 

Des Moines, IA 
 

 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE POLK COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD 

 
The Polk County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, 

February 10, 2016.  The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 
 
#16-0201 
 

Roll Call 

  Members Present: Levis, Cataldo, Northway 
  Members Absent:  Smith, Johnson 
 
#16-0202 Public Comments 

None 
 
#16-0203 Financial Reports 

No comments. 
 
#16-0204 Doug Sheeley, Natural Resources Supervisor, and Lael Neal, Natural 

Resources Tech., gave a presentation to the Board on the seed collection 
process that occurs at Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt. 

 
#16-0205 Leopold gave update on Jester Park Nature Center and status of 

fundraising.  He announced April 21 will be the launch date for the project.   
 
#16-0206 MOVED BY Levis to approve the January 13, 2016 meeting minutes. 
  Vote Yea:  Cataldo, Levis, Northway 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

#16-0207 MOVED BY Cataldo to approve the January 2016 bill list. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
 
#16-0208 MOVED BY Cataldo to approve the amended Bylaws of the Polk County  
  Conservation Board. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
 
#16-0209 MOVED BY Cataldo to approve the bid estimate in the amount of   
  $19,784, a contingency of $1,978 for a total cost not to exceed $21,762,  
  and authorizing the Board Chair to sign the Bid Estimate with Rogers  
  Septic LLC for septic system installation at Yellow Banks Park   
  campground #2. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
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#16-0210 MOVED BY Cataldo to receive and file Polk County Conservation   
  Equestrian Center Barn Rules. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
 
#16-0211 MOVED BY Cataldo to approve Consent to Easement with the U.S. Army  
  Corps of Engineers for the installation, operation, and maintenance of the  
  dredging pipe for Easter Lake and authorize the Board Chair to sign. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

Public Hearing was held on Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt, Shaw East and West 
Wetland Restoration Project. No comments. 
 
#16-0212 MOVED BY Levis to approve award of contract for the Chichaqua   
  Bottoms Greenbelt Shaw East and West Wetland Restoration project to  
  McAninch Corporation with a base bid of $198,077.58 and 25%   
  contingency/change order of $49,519.40 for a total amount not to exceed  
  $247,596.98 as recommended by our engineer and Board authorization  
  for the Chair to sign same upon Legal review and approval. 
  Vote Yea:  Levis, Northway, Cataldo 
 
#16-0213 MOVED BY Cataldo to approve the employment offer to Michael Sledd for 
  the Parks Superintendent position with a starting pay rate of $73,989.60. 
  Vote Yea:  Cataldo, Levis, Northway 
 
#16-0214 MOVED BY Levis to approve the presented FY 2016/17 Equipment/  
  Vehicle Replacement Program and by this reference made a part hereof  
  subject to the FY 2016/17 operating budget certification by the Board of  
  Supervisors for the FY 2016/17 Polk County budget on or before  
  March 15, 2016. 
  Vote Yea:  Northway, Cataldo, Levis 
 

 
BOARD DISCUSSION 

#16-0215 Director’s Report 

• Budget Update 
 
#16-0216 Board Chair and Members’ Remarks 
  No comments 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:45  p.m. 
Adjournment 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No. CONSENT  
Roll Call No.    16-0309 
Submitted by: Kami Rankin 
  Community Outreach  
  Supervisor 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approving submission of a Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) fund grant for the Jester 
Park Nature Center Outdoor Streamscape and approving the Chair to sign Part 1 – Resolution 
on Acquisition or Development for Outdoor Recreation of the application. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
The Board is being asked to sign a resolution approving the submission of a LAWCON grant for 
the amount of $150,000 that is due March 15, 2016. A 50% match is required from Polk County 
Conservation (PCC) for this grant. These matching funds will come from Polk County Water & 
Land Legacy Bond funds. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
Amount:  $150,000 (PCCB match) 
 
Funding Source:   Polk County Water & Land Legacy Bond Funds 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
PCC is seeking a grant for $150,000 from the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON) for 
the Jester Park Nature Center Outdoor Streamscape. The grant deadline is Tuesday, March 15, 
2016. A 50% match is required from PCC. These matching funds will come from the $4 million 
dollars that is already earmarked for the project from PCWLL. The Streamscape project is 
outlined in the attached Project Proposal. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):   
 
Date: March 19, 2014  
Roll Call Number:  2d   
Action:  Approved recommendation and vote record (5 Yeas and 0 Nays) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approving submission of a Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) fund grant for the Jester 
Park Nature Center Outdoor Streamscape and directs the Chair to sign Part 1 – Resolution on 
Acquisition or Development for Outdoor Recreation of the application. 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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SECTION II - LWCF APPLICATION 

12/2015 cmc - - 8 - - DNR Form 542-0128 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND 
 

Applications Due March 15
th
 

GRANT APPLICATION AND APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 

1. PROJECT 

Project Title:        

Project 911 Address:        
 

2. TYPE OF PROJECT 

 Acquisition  Development  Combination # of Acres Acquired:        
 

3. APPLICANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Agency:       Contact Person:        

Email:       Telephone #:        

Applicant Mailing Address:       DUNS #:        

City & Zip Code:       County:        
 

4. DESCRIPTION & COSTS 

Project Description: (Maximum of 100 words summarizing the project and use of LWCF Funds) 

 

      

 

Project Costs (Including Required 50% Cash Match): 

Federal LWCF Funds Requested: $        

Local Share:     

 Source:       $        

 Source:       $        

 Donations:       $        

Total Project Cost:  $        
 

5. OWNERSHIP OF PROJECT SITE & PREVIOUS LWCF GRANTS AT SITE 

Date Project Site Acquired:       (Development Projects Only) 

Previous LWCF Grants Awarded at Project Site  Yes    No  

If yes, List Project Numbers:        

        
 

6. SIGNATURE 

Upon signing in the space provided, the Applicant agrees to conform with the Americans with Disabilities and 
Civil Rights Acts, as well as keeping the Project Site op to the public for outdoor recreation in perpetuity and 
completing the 5 Year Post Completion Inspection Reports. 

     

 Applicant Signature and Date  Applicant Name and Title  
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SECTION II - LWCF APPLICATION 

12/2015 cmc - - 9 - - DNR Form 542-0128 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 

PART I- RESOLUTION ON ACQUISITION OR DEVELOPMENT FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION 

 
 
County:        

WHEREAS, the       (City/County) is interested in acquiring lands or 

developing outdoor recreational facilities on the following described project for the enjoyment of the citizenry of 

Site Name:        and the State Iowa.  

Site Address:         

 Project Title:        

 Total Estimated Cost: $        

 Brief Description of Project:  

 

      

 
AND, Land and Water Conservation Fund financial assistance is being sought for the acquisition or development of said 
outdoor recreational facilities, 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the       that the project  

described above be authorized,   

AND, be it further resolved that said       make application to the 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources to seek Land and Water Conservation Fund financial assistance from the National 

Park Service in the amount of       % of the actual cost of the project, 

AND, be it further resolved that said       certifies to the following: 

1. That is will accept the terms and conditions set forth in the NPS Grants-in-Aid Manual and which will be a part of the 
Project Agreement for any grant awarded under the attached proposal. 

2. That it is in complete accord with the attached proposal and that it will carry out the acquisition and/or development in 
the manner described in the proposal and any plans and specifications attached thereto unless prior approval for any 
change has been received from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 

3. That is has the ability and intention to finance its share of the cost of the project and that the project will be  

operated and maintained at the expense of said       for public outdoor recreational use. 

4. That no financial assistance has been given or promised under any other federal program or activity with regard to the 
proposed project. 

5. That it will not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, or natural origin in the use of any property or 
failure acquired or developed pursuant to this proposal, and shall comply with the terms and intent of the Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, P.L. 88-352 (1964), and of the regulations promulgated pursuant to such Act by the Secretary 
of the Interior and contained in 43 CFR 17. 

6. That it will maintain adequate financial records on the proposed project to substantiate claims for cost-sharing. 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly and legally adopted by the 

       at a legal meeting held on this       Day 

of       , 20    . 

     

 (signature)  (signature)  

               

 (title)  (title)  
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.         CONSENT 
Roll Call No.           16-0310 
Submitted by: Wayne Johnson 
  Construction Maintenance 
   Manager 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Ratifying boiler and water heater replacement at 4290 S.E. 76th Street, Runnells (Yellow Banks 
Park). 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Ratify previous electronic Board action to replace the old boiler and water heater located at 
the Yellow Banks Park property residence (4290 S.E. 76th Street, Runnells). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
Amount:  $11,775.00 
 
Funding Source:   Polk County Water and Land Legacy finds. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The old boiler and water heater in the recently acquired land adjacent to and now a part of 
Yellow Banks Park residence was inspected last fall. At that time it was determined the units 
were beyond repair and needed to be replaced. Staff decided to winterize the house and 
wait until the future use of the house was determined. Recently with the hiring of the new Park 
Superintendent, Michael Sledd was offered temporary housing as a part of his employment 
offer while looking for a permanent home.   
 
Staff has determined that this particular property would make a great rental due to its location 
on the edge of the parkland and near a pond.  Future plans will the desire to construct some 
additional rental cabins along the pond and adjacent to the existing residential structure.  Staff 
received 3 quotes to replace the boiler and water heater. Bell Brothers was the low quote of 
$11,775.  The other responses were from Schaal Heating and Cooling quoting $14,000 and 
Thrasher quoting $16,900. The Board was polled electronically on Tuesday February 16, 2016 to 
expedite the installation for a move in date of March 5, 2016 and supported moving forward 
with award of this bid. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):   
 
Date:  Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
Roll Call Number: N/A    
Action:  Board Members Polled Electronically; (5 - Yea and 0 Nays) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Ratify the action of 5 Yea electronic votes taken on Tuesday February 16, 2016 to accept the 
quote from Bell Brothers in the amount of $11,775 to replace the boiler and water heater in the 
Priest property residence, Yellow Banks Park. 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Agenda Item No.      CONSENT  
Roll Call No.       16-0311 
Submitted by:  Loren Lown 
                      Parks and Natural Areas Planner 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approving reappointment of Ginger Soelburg and Chris McCarthy to an additional term on the 
Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Both Ginger and Chris have been exceptional representatives on the Trails and Greenways 
Advisory Committee (TAG) and have indicated a willingness to continue as Polk County 
representatives for an additional term. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
Amount:   
 
Funding Source:    
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Ginger is a retired school teacher and active in multiple volunteer and service projects and 
committees.  Chris works for Iowa Health Systems and is an avid cyclist and outdoorsman.  Both 
Committee Members have been an asset to the TAG Committee and I anticipate that their 
future contributions will be valued as well. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):  
 
Date:  October 9, 2013 
Roll Call Number:   Item #10  
Action:  Approved appointing Ginger Soelburg, Craig Stafford and  Chris Mccarthy as 
representatives to the Trails and Greenways Committee to represent Polk County Conservation 
for a two year term beginning in November of 2013 and further direct staff to continue 
investigating potential committee members and return two additional recommendations for 
board consideration at our regularly scheduled December meeting. (5-Yeas; 0-Nays) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approving reappoint of Ginger Soelburg and Chris McCarthy to an additional term of two 
years to represent Polk County Conservation on the Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office 
at 515-323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County 
Conservation Board agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation 
Office on Monday afternoon preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view 
the Board agenda on Agency's website at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to 
receive meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the office or sending their request 
via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     CONSENT 
Roll Call No.             16-0312 
Submitted by:  Douglas C. Romig 
                        Deputy Director 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approving Temporary Right-Of-Entry Agreement for Easter Lake dredge pipe installation onto 
Des Moines Metropolitan Wastewater Reclamation Authority property. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Approval of Temporary Right-Of-Entry Agreement with the Des Moines Metropolitan 
Wastewater Reclamation Authority for laying of dredge pipe for the Easter Lake dredging 
contract retroactive to January 27, 2016. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
Amount:  $1.00 
 
Funding Source:  Polk County Water & Land Legacy Bond 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
In order to complete the wet dredge of Easter Lake, Polk County Conservation's contractor, 
Dredge America, requires access across property owned by the Des Moines Metropolitan 
Wastewater Reclamation Authority (WRA).  A Temporary Right-Of-Entry Agreement has been 
prepared to allow temporary access to WRA property for the purposes of completing the 
construction of the Easter Lake Dredging Project allowing for the use/placement of equipment, 
pipes, vehicles or other personal property for the project. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):   
Date:  February 10, 2016 
Roll Call: 16-0211 
Action: Approval of consent to easement with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for Easter Lake 
dredge pipe placement and maintenance.  (3 - Yeas; 2 - Absent) 
 
Date: December 17, 2015 
Roll Call: 15-1202 
Action: Award of Easter Lake dredging contract to Dredge America in the amount of 
$5,877,083.  (3 - Yeas; 2 - Absent) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approving Temporary Right-Of-Entry Agreement for Easter Lake dredge pipe installation and 
maintenance effective retroactively to January 27, 2016 with the Des Moines Metropolitan 
Wastewater Reclamation Authority. 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     CONSENT 
Roll Call No.             16-0313 
Submitted by:  Richard Leopold 
                         Director 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approving sponsorship opportunities and amounts for the Jester Park Nature Center. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Approval of sponsorship opportunities and amounts for the Jester Park Nature Center to be 
used by the Jester Park Nature Center Fundraising Committee.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
Amount:  $2,780,000 (Detailed list attached)  
 
 
Funding Source:  Revenues to be deposited into the Great Outdoors Foundation account 
dedicated to the capital campaign for the Jester Park Nature Center. 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The Jester Park Nature Center Fundraising Leadership Team has established a list of fundraising 
sponsorship opportunities related to the construction of the Jester Park Nature Center.  As a 
part of this review/approval process, the Leadership Team is seeking Polk County Conservation 
Board approval regarding the various amenities and associated dollar amounts so that work 
can continue to raise a total of $2.78 million towards the construction of the Nature Center. 
 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):  N/A 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approving the Robert E. Jester Nature Center sponsorship opportunities and amounts. 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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Robert E. Jester Nature Center Sponsorship Opportunities 
2/10/16 

Area / Room / Amenity Amount Interested or Confirmed Sponsor 
Building Naming Rights $350,000 Sponsored 
Building Sponsorship $250,000 Sponsored 
Outdoor Campus   
Outdoor Event Plaza (Add Alternate) $250,000 Open 
Outdoor Streamscape (Add Alternate) $200,000 Open 
Flagpole $25,000 Open 
Welcome Sign Off Entrance Road $75,000 Open 
Prairie Art Nature Trail $75,000 Open 
Firepit Gathering Area $50,000 Open 
Outpost / Prairie Reconstruction $75,000 Open 
Art Piece for Front of Nature Center $25,000 Open 
Indoor Upper Level   
Great Hall / Inspirational Viewing Area $100,000 Sponsored 
Prairie Observation Terrace $100,000 Open 
Art Alcove $50,000 Open 
Board Room $50,000 Open 
Smartboard - Program Video Touchboard $40,000 Open 
Entryway Information Center $25,000 Open 
Indoor Lower Level   
Discovery Kids Zone / Nature Center 
Displays 

$150,000 Open 

Prairie Display $40,000 Open 
Woodland Display $40,000 Open 
 Wetland Display $40,000 Open 
Live Animal Display $50,000 Sponsored 
Environmental Education Learning Wing $200,000 Open  
Exploration Hall $50,000 Sponsored 
Environmental Education Classroom #1 $60,000 Open 
Environmental Education Classroom #1 $60,000 Open 
Environmental Education Classroom #1 $60,000 Open 
Junior Naturalist Nook $25,000 Open 
Outdoor Recreation Center   
Building Sponsorship $125,000 Open  
Outdoor Recreational Rental Center $50,000 Sponsored 
Outdoor Skills Education Area $40,000 Open 
Outdoor Rec. Equipment (snowshoes, 
canoes/kayaks, skis, fishing poles, etc.) 

$25,000 Open 

Indoor Archery Range $25,000 Open  
Total $2,780,000 Confirmed Sponsored = $850,000 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     ACTION 
Roll Call No.             16-0314 
Submitted by:  Douglas C. Romig 
                        Deputy Director 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Jester Park Golf Course Requests For Proposals process.  
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Receive and file general overview of process for Jester Park Golf Course Requests For Proposals 
for the operations and management of the Jester Park Golf Course effective January 1, 2018.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  TBD 
 
Amount:    
 
Funding Source

 Polk County Conservation is in the process of developing a Nature Center Campus 
 located on the Southwest section of Jester Park which is adjacent to the current 
 Practice & Learning Center.  Our desire is to relocate the amenity along N.W. Jester 
 Park Drive bringing it closer to the clubhouse. This will increase use and management of 

:  Revenue from awarded Proposer deposited into Golf Enterprise Fund 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Polk County Conservation Board (PCCB) owns and leases the operations of the Jester Park Golf 
Course, Clubhouse, and Learning & Practice Facility.  Built in 1970 on 200 acres contiguous to 
Jester Park, this golf course was named Iowa Golf Association 18-Hole Golf Course of the Year 
in 1988 and has received and maintained its Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary certification.  It 
is the intent of the Board that the successful Proposer be committed to the management and 
maintenance of this facility at the very highest level and continue to provide an exceptional 
golf experience at an affordable, competitive market price. 
 
In addition to the management and maintenance of the Jester Park Golf Course complex,  the 
successful Proposer will incorporate the mission of PCCB in all of its activities, “To provide the 
citizens of Polk County with quality outdoor recreation, conservation education, and the long-
term protection of Polk County’s natural heritage.”  Examples would be to maintain the criteria 
related to the designation of the Jester Park Golf Course as an Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary and to preserve water quality and natural resources in this environmentally sensitive 
environment. 
 
Currently Polk County Conservation (PCC) operates Jester Park Golf Course and Learning 
Center through a management agreement with H.G. Golf Properties, LLC.  The existing 
management contract expires on December 31, 2017.  A recommendation of the successful 
proposer from the Requests For Proposals (RFP) shall be presented to the Polk County 
Conservation Board at their August 10, 2016, Board meeting allowing for contract negotiations 
and a reasonable transition period for the awarded Proposer. 
 
Staff has identified needed capital improvements to enhance the golf course operations.  
These include: 
I) Relocation of Practice & Learning Center (driving range) 
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 Polk County Conservation Board No. 16-0314  
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 this Practice & Learning Center.  In order to accomplish this  initiative several par-3 holes 
 will need to be relocated within Jester Park.   
 
 This change will allow Polk County Conservation to expand its $10.4 million Nature 
 Center campus to create an immersion experience for Polk County residents by 
 converting the existing driving range into prairie. 
 
II) Replacement of Irrigation System 
 The current irrigation system, while functional is in need of replacement and the 
 awarded proposer should anticipate designing the new system along with the 
 development of item #I above (Practice & Learning Center (driving range).  
 
III) Clubhouse remodel 
 The existing clubhouse while structurally sound needs to be updated and expanded 
 to allow for on-site indoor event space for golf outings.  Polk County owns and 
 operates a Lodge within Jester Park that has an occupancy rate for 250 people.  
 The intent of the Clubhouse remodel would be to expand the interior event space to 
 hold up to 145 people and an expansion of the kitchen to provide a more robust 
 menu for our patrons. 
 
IV) Signature Hole 
 While Jester Park Golf Course provides a great golf experience, it does not have a 
 signature hole.  Polk County Conservation would like to work with the awarded 
 Proposer to identify and develop a signature hole in addition to making 
 improvements throughout the course (bunkers, berms, tree plantings, etc.). 
 
Proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by an Evaluation and Selection Committee.  Each 
proposal will be evaluated on how well the proposer addresses the requirements of the RFP. 
Points will be assigned as follows to each proposal. The proposal that best addresses the 
expectations of Polk County Conservation in each of the evaluation categories shall receive 
the maximum points available for that category. At Polk County Conservation's discretion, 
proposers with the highest total evaluation points may proceed to an interview stage, if desired 
by Polk County Conservation, after which the interviewed proposers will be re-evaluated in 
light of additional information received. 
 
 Criteria         Value 
 
1. Compensation to PCCB         30 pts. 
2. Business plan, staffing levels, marketing ideas, capital improvements  30 pts. 
3. Environmental practices         20 pts. 
4. History of company, proposer’s experience and reputation   10 pts. 
5. References, client list, complexity of events (outings, banquets)   10 pts. 
 
Total Points Available        100  pts. 
 
COMPENSATION FORMULA SCORING 
Polk County Conservation Board shall establish the RFP Compensation score as follows: 
 
Highest payment total to PCCB = full point value 
2nd highest payment total to PCCB = 2nd highest payment/highest payment X 25 
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 Example: 
 Point Value: 30 maximum points (example) 
 
 Formula:  $10,000 annually (highest payment)  = 30 pts. 
   $8,000 annually (second highest payment) = 20 pts. 
           ($8,000/$10,000) X 25 = 20  
 
The Evaluation Committee shall be comprised of one to two Board Members, Polk County 
Conservation Deputy Director, Jester Park Golf Course Men's and Women's League Chairs and 
a private Professional Golf Association (PGA) Professional. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):   
Date: September 17, 2007 
Roll Call: #3a 
Action: Authorize the PCCB Director to sign the Golf Course Management Agreement and 
transition plan with HG Golf Properties contingent upon review of Agreement by attorneys 
representing both parties and contingent upon no substantive changes. (4 - Yeas, 1 Bd 
Member seat vacant) 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and file general overview of process for Jester Park Golf Course Requests For Proposals 
(RFP) and requests one to two Board Members serve on the Jester Park Golf Course RFP 
Evaluation Committee.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office 
at 515-323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County 
Conservation Board agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation 
Office on Monday afternoon preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view 
the Board agenda on Agency's website at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to 
receive meeting notices and agendas by email by calling the office or sending their request 
via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     ACTION 
Roll Call No.               16-0315 
Submitted by:  Douglas C. Romig 
                        Deputy Director 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Receive and File Park/Park Facility Naming Policy 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Receive and file draft policy for Polk County Conservation Board consideration regarding 
process and authority to name parks and park facilities.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
Amount:    
 
Funding Source:   
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
With recent and future actions by the Polk County Conservation Board regarding the 
acquisition of lands and development of park amenities within existing parks, Polk County 
Conservation has an opportunity to provide naming rights.  A draft policy regarding the 
process to establish naming rights for parks and/or park amenities has been created for the 
Board's consideration.  Said policy is attached to this communication and staff will request the 
Board take official action regarding this policy at their April 13, 2016 meeting. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):  N/A 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and File draft Naming Policy for Board action at their April 13, 2016 meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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PARK/PARK FACILITY NAMING POLICY        

Issue Date: April, 2016 
Issued By: Polk County Conservation Board 

 
I.  General   
The Polk County Conservation Board retains the exclusive right to name or rename Polk County 
Conservation managed land and facilities in accordance with this policy.  Naming rights allow for 
the potential to generate revenues to Polk County Conservation for this right. 
 
II. Procedure 
Consideration of a proposal for the naming or renaming of Polk County Conservation managed 
land or facilities shall be submitted as follows: 
 
A) Public-Initiated Requests: 
 A letter of request must first be submitted to the Polk County Conservation Board.  The 
 letter of request shall state the reason for the request and supply specific information 
 regarding the proposed name(s), site location, and other relevant information.  The  letter 
 of request shall include a brief explanation or biography of the person(s) or event to be 
 honored and a justification of why the park or facility is being recommended for 
 specific naming or renaming.  Upon receipt of the letter of request the matter will be placed 
 on the subsequent Board agenda as a Receive and File item and refer back to the Director 
 for consideration and a formal recommendation to the Board at their next regularly 
 scheduled meeting. 
 
B) Board/Staff-Initiated Requests: 
 The Director or a Board Member may place or sponsor a request for naming or 
 renaming on the Board agenda in accordance with the procedural rules of the Polk 
 County Conservation Board in order for the Board to consider.  Referrals shall supply 
 specific information regarding the proposed name(s), site location, and other relevant 
 information, and shall include a brief explanation or biography of the person(s) or event 
 to be honored and a justification of why the park or facility is being recommended for 
 specific naming or renaming. 
 
C) Staff Review and Verification: 
 Within thirty (30) days of Board referral, staff as designated by the Director will research 
 and verify all information submitted in the request in accordance with the naming 
 considerations and criteria set forth below in Section III. 
 
 Within ninety (90) days of Board referral, the Director shall submit staff's findings and 
 extent of public support for, and public opposition to, the proposed name, and will make 
 a recommendation regarding the request and place said item on the Board agenda for 
 consideration and approval or denial of the request. 
 
D) Public Participation: 
 Public notice (non-published) will be given and the item will be placed on the Board's 
 agenda for the naming or renaming proposal at the scheduled Board meeting.  Notice of 
 said naming will be provided a minimum of ten (10) days prior to the Board meeting. 
 
E) Approval; Installing or Replacing Signage: 
 If the naming or renaming request is approved, the cost of producing, installing, 
 maintaining and replacing the signs with the new name may be required to be paid for 
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 by the person or organization requesting the name change prior to such work being 
 undertaken by Polk County Conservation.  If required, the maintenance funding shall be  
 provided by donation to Polk County Conservation of a maintenance fund in an amount 
 established by Polk County Conservation to be necessary for maintaining said sign for 
 at least ten (10) years.  All signage is subject to Board approval and must conform with 
 Polk County Conservation's integrated signage program. 
 
III. Naming Options; Considerations and Criteria for Naming: 
 The naming or renaming of Polk County Conservation managed parks or facilities may be, 
 but is not limited to, in honor of individuals, living or deceased, who have made 
 significant and outstanding contributions of services, land, funds or goods to  conservation, 
 Polk County, nation, world; and persons, places, or events of historical or cultural 
 significance. Naming recognition is subject to future change/reconsideration by the Board in 
 the event that the recognition becomes damaging to Polk County Conservation's reputation, 
 or contradictory to applicable law, as determined by Polk County.  When evaluating naming 
 or renaming requests, consideration should be given to the following criteria: 
 

 Overall benefit to Polk County Conservation 
 Positive reflection on Polk County 
 Purpose and Mission of Polk County Conservation 
 Proposed name is well known to all citizens and/or acknowledged by other national, 

state or local community organizations for lasting significance 
 Citizen input and support for name change/commemoration 
 No duplication of names or repeated recognition of a specific person or group 

 
In addition, in the event of naming or renaming requests related to significant donations of 
funds, services or land, a written gift and naming agreement shall be entered into between 
the Polk County Conservation Board and honored donor, or person or entity providing the 
donation, prior to or upon approval of the naming request.  Such agreement shall state than 
naming recognition is subject to future change/consideration by Polk County Conservation 
in the event that the recognition becomes damaging to Polk County Conservation 
reputation, or contradictory to applicable law, as determined by Polk County.  The written 
agreement may also include an appropriate time limitation on the honorary donor naming, 
and may set minimum condition amount guidelines for naming purposes. 
 

IV. Exceptions: 
A) Parks and facilities shall not be named or renamed in honor of any Polk County 
 employee, Board of Supervisor or Polk County Conservation Board member until at  least 
 two years following the end of their employment/term with the County. 
 
B) This policy of naming or renaming parks and facilities shall not preclude the appropriate 
 acknowledgement of assistance, financial or otherwise, from organizations or  individuals in 
 the construction, operation or maintenance of Polk County Conservation managed lands 
 and facilities, such as placing plaques or signs identifying the organization or individual who 
 made a donation to the project or naming of a minor component of a structure, for example 
 one room of a facility, or a non-fixture component of a facility, for example, a bench, tree, or 
 playground, etc. 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     ACTION 
Roll Call No.             16-0316 
Submitted by:  Mark Dungan 
                        Natural Resources Manager 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approving five-year Cooperative Agreement with Iowa Department of Natural Resources to 
secure Iowa ecotype prairie seed for natural resource restoration efforts. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Approval of five-year Cooperative Agreement with Iowa Department of Natural Resources to 
harvest/secure Iowa ecotype prairie seed in a 1:3 match for restoration of natural resource 
areas within Polk County Conservation managed lands.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
Amount:   $85,000 (Not to exceed annual amount) 
  $31,000 (Rice head seed combine attachment estimate) 
  $45,000 (labor estimate) 
  $  9,000 (administration estimate) 
 
Funding Source:  Polk County Water & Land Legacy Bond 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Pheasants Forever is working cooperatively with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) to secure a rice head prairie seed combine attachment and labor to harvest Iowa 
ecotype prairie seed.  In exchange for financial assistance towards the purchase of the rice 
head seed combine attachment and labor to harvest Iowa's ecotype prairie seed, IDNR, shall 
provide a value three times the amount of the costs associated with the purchase of 
equipment, labor and administration in prairie seed to Polk County Conservation to be used for 
natural resource restoration efforts at Polk County Conservation managed lands. 
 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):  N/A 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approving Cooperative Agreement between Polk County Conservation and the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources for a term of five-years in an amount not to exceed $85,000 
annually and authorizing the Board Chair to sign said Agreement on behalf of the Polk County 
Conservation Board upon Legal review and approval.   
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONTRACT NUMBER 

Between  

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

And  

Polk County Conservation Board 

 
IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have entered into this Cooperative Agreement on the day and 
year last specified below. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
By:  __________________________________  Date:  ____________ 

Bruce Trautman, Deputy Director 
 

 

Polk County Conservation Board 

 
By:  __________________________________  Date:  ____________ 

Connie Johnson, Polk County Conservation Board Chair 
 
 

For DNR use only: 
  1. Retain the original contract in the project file and send a hardcopy with the first invoice.  
  2. a) Fax contract to 515-725-8201 (check one box below before faxing)  
   OR  
   b) Email scanned copy to your Division’s Contract Rep:  
    DIVISION DIVISION CONTRACT REP  
   □ Conservation & Recreation Kim.Rasler@dnr.iowa.gov  
   □ Director’s Office Karen.Fynaardt@dnr.iowa.gov  
   □ Environmental Services Jerah.Sheets@dnr.iowa.gov  
If you do not have faxing or scanning/emailing capabilities, you may mail a copy of the contract to IA DNR, 
Wallace State Office Building, Attention: (your respective bureau’s contract rep), 502 East 9th Street, Des 
Moines, IA 50319.  
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT - SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
This Cooperative Agreement is entered into between the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR), 
Polk County Conservation Board (PCCB) and Pheasants Forever, Inc. (PF).  The parties agree as follows: 
 
Section 1 IDENTITY OF THE PARTIES 
1.1 Parties.  DNR is authorized to enter into this Cooperative Agreement.  DNR’s address is Wallace 
State Office Building, 502 East 9th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319. 
 
PCCB is authorized to enter into this Cooperative Agreement.  PCCB’s address is 11407 NW Jester Park 
Drive, Granger, IA 50109. 
 
1.2 Project Managers. Each party has designated a Project Manager, who shall be responsible for 
oversight and negotiation of modifications, as follows: 
 
DNR Project Manager: Bill Johnson 
 DNR Prairie Resource Unit Biologist 
 2820 Brushy Creek Road 
 Lehigh, IA 50557 
 (515) 543-8319 (phone) 
 (515)-725-8202 (fax) 
 Email: William.Johnson@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
PCCB Project Manager:   Mark Dungan 

Natural Resources Manager 
Polk County Conservation 
11407 NW Jester Park Drive 
Granger, IA 50109 
(515) 323-5358 (phone) 
(515) 249-9338 (cell) 
(515) 323-5354 (fax) 
Email: Mark.Dungan@polkcountyiowa.gov 

  

Section 2 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
2.1 Statutory Authority.  DNR enters into this Cooperative Agreement based on statutory authority 
provided in Iowa Code sections455A.2 and 456A.24. 
 
2.2 Purpose. The DNR and PCCB  both have a goal of restoring high quality prairie habitat for the 
benefit of water quality and wildlife habitat. The DNR produces high quality local ecotype prairie seed and 
PCCB has land that has been dedicated to prairie reconstruction and has a need for DNR’s high quality 
prairie seed.  The parties therefore have agreed upon the following: 

• DNR shall provide prairie seedings to PCCB; 
• PCCB shall provide funding for equipment and labor to harvest prairie seed 

 
This work will assist the DNR and PCCB in achieving their missions.   
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Section 3 DURATION OF COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
3.1 Term of Cooperative Agreement. The term of this Cooperative Agreement shall be 5 years in 
duration and shall commence on March 1, 2016,unless terminated earlier in accordance with the 
Termination section of this Cooperative Agreement. However, this Cooperative Agreement shall not begin 
until it has been signed by all parties. 
 
Section 4 DEFINITIONS 
“Task Milestone Date” shall mean a deadline for accomplishing a Task required by this Cooperative 
Agreement. 
 
Section 5 STATEMENT OF WORK – RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTIES 
5.1 The responsibilities of PF shall be to perform the following tasks by the Task Milestone Dates set out 
in the following table: 
 

Obligation Task Milestone Date  
Task 1: DNR shall purchase a rice stripper head or other 
harvest or cleaning equipment for ownership by the 
DNR.  Funds for any equipment purchase will come 
from funds generated by seed delivered to PCCB. 

Purchase and provide equipment 
each year. 

Task 2: IDNR shall utilize 1-3 temporary positions 
 
Description:  
IDNR shall utilize 1-3 temporary employees (Prairie 
Specialists) for a term of 8 months to 1 year each year 
during this Cooperative Agreement to work on 
activities that are in support of the DNR Wildlife 
Bureau’s Prairie Resource Unit (PRU) Mission in 
production and harvest of local ecotype prairie seed.  
PCCB shall provide funds for these positions.  In 
completing this task, IDNR shall ensure: 

a. Supervise the employees throughout the 
term of this Cooperative Agreement. 

b. Pay each Prairie Specialist a wage of 
$13.00/hr. to $15.00/hr., depending on 
experience of the candidates, and require a 
standard work week of 40 hours worked per 
week.     

c. Provide the Prairie Specialists with standard 
PF benefits that are customarily available to 
other PF employees of a similar status or 
nature. 

d. Provide annual and other periodic, regular 
job-related training opportunities to the 
individuals.   

e. Work with DNR to provide office space, 
phone, internet access, and office supplies 
for the Prairie Specialists to use. 

Hire each year by May 15th. 
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f. Ensure that these Prairie Specialists assist 
DNR with the harvest and cleaning of local 
ecotype prairie seed. 

Task 3: DNR shall provide daily oversight to employees 
to accomplish mission: 

 
Description: DNR is not the employer of these 
individuals, but DNR shall work with employer to ensure 
the position description as well as the work assignments 
of these individuals conform to the DNR’s mission.   

DNR shall complete the obligations 
described above throughout the 
term of this Cooperative 
Agreement.  Any review of position 
descriptions or work assignments 
shall be completed within 30 days 
or deemed granted.   

Task 4:  Creation of priorities for each Prairie Specialist 
and monitoring day-to-day work. 
 
Description:  In partnership with DNR, PCCB, and other 
partners, shall provide the Prairie Specialists, in writing, 
the short and long term goals of the position within 30 
days of employment.  The DNR PRU shall set the 
priorities of each Prairie Specialist regarding wildlife 
related principles and practices and technical duties that 
they will perform.  The DNR PRU shall work with PF to 
determine and set the priorities for each position.  The 
DNR PRU shall monitor the day to day work of the Prairie 
Specialists, including short and long term goals, which 
will be created in cooperation with DNR, and PCCB.  If 
issues arise that cannot be easily addressed by DNR PRU 
staff, the Prairie Specialist shall work with DNR PRU to 
address the issue. 

Ongoing 

Task 5:  DNR shall provide the structure within which the 
Prairie Specialists shall work. 

 
Description:  The DNR’s PRU shall provide regular 
communication with program staff including DNR 
permanent staff, Prairie Specialists, and other temporary 
and partnership positions.  In consultation with other 
stakeholders the DNR PRU shall communicate statewide 
priorities which are used to seek out funding 
opportunities, staffing needs, and staff time priorities.  
The DNR PRU shall coordinate the accomplishment 
reports, training opportunities, and special events.   

 
Prairie Specialists will be invited to trainings and other 
continuing education opportunities when they are 
available to DNR PRU staff.  This includes DNR PRU 
meetings, the DNR Wildlife Bureau Statewide meeting, 
and local DNR district meetings.  This will help to keep 
the Prairie Specialists engaged with others in the wildlife 
community and informed on new research and 
techniques. 

Ongoing 
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Task 6:  DNR PRU staff shall propagate, harvest and 
clean local ecotype prairie seed, with the assistance of 
the Prairie Specialists. 

Ongoing 

Task 7:  Before seed allocation to PCCB, DNR shall 
determine the value of the seed.  PCCB shall approve 
value of seed before accepting seed from the DNR.   

Seed value shall be determined by 
adding the retail price of 3 
commercial seed producers and 
dividing that value by 3.   

Task 8: DNR shall provide local ecotype native prairie 
seed to PCCB per their annual request.  In the event 
that requests for specific species cannot be met in full 
or part, equal value of alternative species - determined 
cooperatively by the PRU Biologist and the PCCB 
Natural Resources Manager (or his designee) shall be 
provided. 

 

 
 
Section 5.2The responsibilities of PCCB shall be to perform the following tasks by the Task Milestone 
Dates set out in the following table: 
 

Task 1:  PCCB shall communicate annual request of 
seed from DNR. 
 
Task 2:  PCCB shall provide funding to PF for Prairie 
Specialist positions.  Funds shall be allocated in 
accordance with the determination of seed value given 
to PCCB by DNR.   
 
Seed value shall be determined by adding the average 
retail price of 3 commercial seed producers and 
dividing that value by 3.  DNR shall determine value of 
seed and PCCB staff shall approve this value before 
accepting seed.   
 
Task 3:  PCCB shall provide funds for purchase of a rice 
stripper head or other equipment utilized for the 
harvest and cleaning of prairie seed.  Fund allocation 
shall be made to PF for purchase of any equipment 
purchase.   Funds provided shall be any excess funds as 
follows: Seed Value – Cost for Prairie Specialist 
positions = Money to be Used to Purchase Equipment.   
 
Task 4:  PCCB shall be responsible for storage and 
planting of seed once product has been delivered to 
PCCB. 
 

Seed request shall be made by 
January 1st of each year, except for 
the first year of this agreement. 
 
Within 60 days of seed delivery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See above 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
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Task 5:  PCCB shall plant all seed delivered to PCCB on 
public land managed by the PCCB or DNR.     

 
Ongoing  

 
Section 6 MONITORING AND REVIEW 
6.1 Task Milestone Dates. The parties agree to complete their respective obligations under this 
Cooperative Agreement by the Task Milestone Dates set out in Section 5.1. 
 
Failure by any party to complete the above-designated portions of its obligations by the Task Milestone 
Dates set out herein shall constitute material breach of this Cooperative Agreement and shall be grounds 
for the other parties to immediately terminate this Cooperative Agreement for cause. 
 
6.2 Review Meetings.  Commencing with beginning performance of this Cooperative Agreement, 
the Project Managers shall meet annually to discuss progress made during the performance of this 
Cooperative Agreement.  The meetings shall occur, either in person or by telephone conference call, at 
times agreed upon by the Project Managers.  Meetings may be postponed only on a case-by-case basis 
by mutual written agreement of the parties. 
 
6.3 Status Reports. Prior to each review meeting, each Project Manager shall provide a status 
report listing: 

o Accomplishments during the previous period, 
o Activities planned for the upcoming period, 
o Tasks completed or deliverables produced during the previous period, 
o An updated schedule of upcoming deliverables, and 
o Any problems or concerns encountered since the last meeting. 

 
At the next scheduled meeting after which any party has identified in writing a problem, the party 
responsible for resolving the problem shall provide a report setting forth activities undertaken, or to be 
undertaken, to resolve the problem, together with the anticipated completion dates of such activities.  
Any party may recommend alternative courses of action or changes that shall facilitate problem 
resolution. 
 
6.4 Right to review and observe. Each party shall have the right to review and observe, at any time, 
completed work or work in progress.  Each party agrees to provide access, upon request and without 
cost to the other parties, to inspect its facilities and books and records relating to invoicing and time 
records for the purpose of monitoring and evaluating performance of this Cooperative Agreement. 
 
Section 7 COMPENSATION 
7.1 Sources of Funding. The source of funding for this Cooperative Agreement shall be determined by 
Polk County Conservation. 
 
7.2 Not-to-exceed total amount of Cooperative Agreement.  Payment by PCCB for seed delivered 
according to the terms of this Cooperative Agreement shall not exceed $85,000 each year.  Payment shall 
be for satisfactory completion of the Statement of Work outlined in this Cooperative Agreement, provided 
that the parties have complied with the terms of this Cooperative Agreement.   
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COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 

The parties shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, ordinances, 
regulations and orders when performing the services under this Contract, including without 
limitation, all laws applicable to the prevention of discrimination in employment and the use of 
targeted small businesses as suppliers. The parties, and their employees and agents shall also 
comply with all federal, state and local laws regarding business permits and licenses that may be 
required to carry out the work performed under this Contract. The parties represents that they 
will comply with all federal, state, foreign and local laws applicable to their performance under 
this Contract.   

Section 1 COMPLIANCE WITH THE LAW 

 

2.1 Termination Due to Lack of Funds or Change in Law.  DNR shall have the right to 
terminate this Contract without penalty by giving sixty (60) days written notice to the Contractor 
as a result of any of the following: 

Section 2 TERMINATION 

2.1.1 The legislature or governor fail in the sole opinion of DNR to appropriate funds 
sufficient to allow DNR to either meet its obligations under this Contract or to operate 
as required and to fulfill its obligations under this Contract; or if funds anticipated for 
the continued fulfillment of the Contract are, at any time, not forthcoming or are 
insufficient, either through the failure of DNR to appropriate funds or funding from a 
federal source is reduced or discontinued for any reason, or through discontinuance or 
material alteration of the program for which funds were provided; or  
 
2.1.2 If funds are de-appropriated, reduced, not allocated, or receipt of funds is 
delayed, or if any funds or revenues needed by DNR to make any payment hereunder 
are insufficient or unavailable for any other reason as determined by DNR in its sole 
discretion; or 
 
2.1.3 If DNR’s authorization to conduct its business or engage in activities or 
operations related to the subject matter of this Contract is withdrawn or materially 
altered or modified; or 
 
2.1.4 If DNR’s duties, programs or responsibilities are modified or materially altered; 

or  
 
2.1.5 If there is a decision of any court, administrative law judge or an arbitration 
panel or any law, rule, regulation or order is enacted, promulgated or issued that 
materially or adversely affects DNR’s ability to fulfill any of its obligations under this 
Contract. 
 

2.2 Immediate Termination by DNR.  DNR may terminate this Contract for any of the 
following reasons effective immediately without advance notice and without penalty: 

2.2.1 In the event the Contractor is required to be certified or licensed as a condition 
precedent to providing services, the revocation or loss of such license or certification 
will result in immediate termination of the Contract effective as of the date on which 
the license or certification is no longer in effect; 
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2.2.2 DNR determines that the actions, or failure to act, of the Contractor, and its 
agents and employees have caused, or reasonably could cause, any person’s life, health 
or safety to be jeopardized; 
 
2.2.3 The Contractor fails to comply with confidentiality laws or provisions; 
 
2.2.4 The Contractor furnished any statement, representation or certification in 
connection with this Contract or the RFP which is materially false, deceptive, incorrect 
or incomplete. 

2.3 Termination for Cause.  The occurrence of any one or more of the following events shall 
constitute cause for DNR to declare the Contractor in default of its obligations under this 
Contract. 

2.3.1 The Contractor fails to perform, to DNR’s satisfaction, any material requirement 
of this Contract or is in violation of a material provision of this Contract, including, but 
without limitation, the express warranties made by the Contractor; 
 
2.3.2 DNR determines that satisfactory performance of this Contract is substantially 
endangered or that a default is likely to occur; 
 
2.3.3 The Contractor fails to make substantial and timely progress toward 
performance of the Contract; 
 
2.3.4 The Contractor becomes subject to any bankruptcy or insolvency proceeding 
under federal or state law to the extent allowed by applicable federal or state law 
including bankruptcy laws; the Contractor terminates or suspends its business; or DNR 
reasonably believes that the Contractor has become insolvent or unable to pay its 
obligations as they accrue consistent with applicable federal or state law; 
 
2.3.5 The Contractor has failed to comply with applicable federal, state and local laws, 
rules, ordinances, regulations and orders when performing within the scope of this 
Contract;  
 
2.3.6 The Contractor has engaged in conduct that has or may expose the State or DNR 
to liability, as determined in DNR’s sole discretion; 
 
2.3.7 The Contractor has infringed any patent, trademark, copyright, trade dress or 
any other intellectual property right or proprietary right, or the Contractor has 
misappropriated a trade secret, or 
 
2.3.8 Contractor fails to comply with any of the Task Milestone dates contained in this 
Contract. 
 

2.4 Notice of Default.  If there is a default event caused by the Contractor, DNR shall 
provide written notice to the Contractor requesting that the breach or noncompliance be 
remedied within the period of time specified in DNR’s written notice to the Contractor. If the 
breach or noncompliance is not remedied by the date of the written notice, DNR may either: 

2.4.1 Immediately terminate the Contract without additional written notice; or, 
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2.4.2 Enforce the terms and conditions of the Contract and seek any legal or equitable 
remedies. 

 
2.5 Termination upon Notice.  Following thirty (30) days written notice, DNR may terminate 
this Contract in whole or in part without the payment of any penalty or incurring any further 
obligation to the Contractor. Following termination upon notice, the Contractor shall be entitled 
to compensation, upon submission of invoices and proper proof of claim, for services provided 
under this Contract to DNR up to and including the date of termination. 
 
2.6 Remedies of the Contractor in Event of Termination by DNR.  In the event of 
termination of this Contract for any reason by DNR, DNR shall pay only those amounts, if any, 
due and owing to the Contractor for services actually rendered up to and including the date of 
termination of the Contract and for which DNR is obligated to pay pursuant to this Contract. 
Payment will be made only upon submission of invoices and proper proof of the Contractor’s 
claim. This provision in no way limits the remedies available to DNR under this Contract in the 
event of termination. However, DNR shall not be liable for any of the following costs: 

2.6.1 The payment of unemployment compensation to the Contractor’s employees; 
2.6.2 The payment of workers’ compensation claims, which occur during the Contract 
or extend beyond the date on which the Contract terminates; 
 
2.6.3 Any costs incurred by the Contractor, including, but not limited to, startup costs, 
overhead or other costs not directly associated with the performance of the Contract; 
 
2.6.4 Any taxes that may be owed by the Contractor not directly in connection with 
the performance of this Contract, including, but not limited to, sales taxes, excise taxes, 
use taxes, income taxes or property taxes. 
 

2.7 The Contractor’s Termination Duties.  The Contractor upon receipt of notice of 
termination or upon request of DNR, shall: 

2.7.1 Cease work under this Contract and take all necessary or appropriate steps to 
limit disbursements and minimize costs, and furnish a report within thirty (30) days of 
the date of notice of termination, describing the status of all work under the Contract, 
including, without limitation, results accomplished, and conclusions resulting there 
from, or any other matters DNR may require. 
 
2.7.2 Immediately cease using and return to DNR any personal property or materials, 
whether tangible or intangible, provided by DNR to the Contractor. 
 
2.7.3 Comply with DNR’s instructions for the timely transfer of any active files and 
work product produced by the Contractor under this Contract. 
 
2.7.4 Cooperate in good faith with DNR, its employees, agents and contractors during 
the transition period between the notification of termination and the substitution of any 
replacement contractor. 
 
2.7.5 Immediately return to DNR any payments made by DNR for services that were 
not rendered by the Contractor. 
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2.8 Rights in incomplete products.  In the event the Contract is terminated, all finished or unfinished 
documents, data, reports, or other materials prepared by the Contractor under this Contract shall, at the 
option of DNR, become DNR's property and the Contractor shall be entitled to receive just and equitable 
compensation for any satisfactory work completed on such documents and other material. 
 

The status of the Contractor shall be that of an independent contractor. The Contractor, and its 
employees and agents performing under this Contract are not employees or agents of the DNR. 
Neither the Contractor nor its employees shall be considered employees of DNR for federal or 
state tax purposes. DNR will not withhold taxes on behalf of the Contractor. Contractor shall be 
responsible for payment of all taxes in connection with any income earned from performing this 
Contract. 

Section 3 INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR 

 

The parties agree that they will comply with the provisions of the Iowa Code with respect to 
Conflicts of Interest. 

Section 4 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 

This Contract may be amended only by written mutual consent of the parties.  
Section 5 AMENDMENTS 

 
 

The laws of the State of Iowa shall govern and determine all matters arising out of or in 
connection with this Contract without regard to the choice of law provisions of Iowa law. If 
applicable, the parties shall comply with the provisions of Iowa Code section 679A.19 regarding 
disputes between government agencies of the State of Iowa.  In the event any proceeding of a 
quasi-judicial or judicial nature is commenced in connection with this Contract, the exclusive 
jurisdiction for the proceeding shall be brought in Polk County District Court for the State of 
Iowa, Des Moines, Iowa or in the United States District Court for the Southern District of Iowa, 
Central Division, Des Moines, Iowa, wherever jurisdiction is appropriate. No provision of this 
Contract shall be construed as waiving any immunity to suit or liability including without 
limitation sovereign immunity in State or Federal court, which may be available to DNR, 
Contractor, or the State of Iowa 

Section 6 CHOICE OF LAW AND FORUM 

 

If any provision of this Contract is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid 
or unenforceable, such determination shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other 
part or provision of this Contract. 

Section 7 SEVERABILITY 

 

This Contract constitutes the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject 
matter hereof, and the parties acknowledge that they are entering into the Contract solely on 
the basis of the terms and conditions herein contained and not in reliance upon any 
representation, statement, inducement or promise, whether oral or written, not contained 
herein.  This Contract supersedes all prior contracts and agreements between the parties for the 
services provided in connection with this Contract.   

Section 8 ENTIRE AGREEMENT 

 
Section 9 ASSIGNMENT AND DELEGATION 

47



DNR Updated 12/2012 
 

General Conditions -Contract Number ; 5 
 

This Contract may not be assigned, transferred or conveyed, in whole or in part, without the 
prior written consent of the other party.  For the purpose of construing this provision, a transfer 
of a controlling interest in the Contractor shall be considered an assignment. 
 

The parties agree to comply with applicable Iowa law regarding confidentiality.   
Section 10 CONFIDENTIALITY 

 

Except as specifically provided for in a waiver signed by duly authorized representatives of the 
parties, failure by either party at any time to require performance by the other party or to claim 
a breach of any provision of the Contract shall not be construed as affecting any subsequent 
right to require performance or to claim a breach. 

Section 11 WAIVER 

 

The various rights, powers, options, elections and remedies of any party provided in this 
Contract, shall be construed as cumulative and not one of them is exclusive of the others or 
exclusive of any rights, remedies or priorities allowed either party by law, and shall in no way 
affect or impair the right of any party to pursue any other equitable or legal remedy to which 
any party may be entitled as long as any default remains in any way unremedied, unsatisfied or 
undischarged.  

Section 12 CUMULATIVE RIGHTS 

 

Time is of the essence with respect to the performance of the terms of this Contract. 
Section 13 TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE 

 

The parties shall maintain books, records and documents according to their respective law with 
regard to records retention.  All parties shall permit the Auditor of the State of Iowa or any 
authorized representative of the State and where federal funds are involved, the Comptroller 
General of the United States or any other authorized representative of the United States 
government, to access and examine, audit, excerpt and transcribe any directly pertinent books, 
documents, papers, electronic or optically stored and created records or other records of the 
Contractor relating to orders, invoices or payments or any other documentation or materials 
pertaining to this Contract, wherever such records may be located. The Contractor shall not 
impose a charge for audit or examination of the Contractor’s books and records. 

Section 14 RECORD RETENTION AND ACCESS 

 

This Contract shall remain in full force and effect to the end of the specified term or until 
terminated or canceled pursuant to this Contract. All obligations of DNR and the Contractor 
incurred or existing under this Contract as of the date of expiration, termination or cancellation 
will survive the termination, expiration or conclusion of this Contract.  

Section 15 OBLIGATIONS BEYOND CONTRACT TERM 

 

Unless this Contract is an amendment to a Contract entered into between the parties and is 
designated as such, then this Contract supersedes all prior contracts or agreements between the 
parties for the services provided in connection with this Contract. 

Section 16 SUPERCEDES FORMER CONTRACTS OR AGREEMENTS 

 
Section 17 USE OF THIRD PARTIES AND SUBCONTRACTORS 
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Contractor may not contract with third parties for the performance of any of Contractor’s 
obligations under this Contract, unless and then only to the extent that the Special Conditions of 
this Contract specify otherwise.  If the Special Conditions provide for a subcontractor or 
subcontractors, then the following conditions shall apply:  
 
17.1 All subcontracts shall be subject to prior approval by the DNR. The DNR’s consent shall 
not be deemed in any way to provide for the incurrence of any obligation of DNR in addition to 
the remuneration agreed upon in this Contract.  Any subcontract to which DNR has consented 
shall be in writing and shall in no way alter the terms and conditions of this Contract.   
 
17.2 The Contractor may enter into subcontracts to complete the work required by this 
Contract provided that the Contractor remains responsible for all services performed under this 
Contract.  No subcontract or delegation of work shall relieve or discharge the Contractor from 
any obligation, provision, or liability under this Contract.  The Contractor shall remain 
responsible for such performance and shall be fully responsible and liable for all acts or 
omissions of any subcontractor.   
 
17.3 All restrictions, obligations and responsibilities of the Contractor under this Contract 
also shall apply to the subcontractors.  
 
17.4 DNR shall have the right to request the removal of a subcontractor from the Contract for 
good cause. The Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless DNR and the State from 
and against any and all claims, demands, liabilities, suits, actions, damages, losses, costs and 
expenses of every kind and nature whatsoever arising as a result of Contractor’s breach of any 
subcontract in which it enters, including Contractor’s failure to pay any and all amounts due by 
Contractor to any subcontractor.  
 
17.5 Each subcontract shall contain provisions for DNR access to the subcontractor's books, 
documents, and records and for inspections of work, as required of Contractor herein.  
 
17.6 Any action of a subcontractor, which, if done by Contractor, would constitute a breach 
of this Contract, shall be deemed a breach by Contractor and have the same legal effect. 
 
17.7 If delay results from a subcontractor’s conduct, from the Contractor’s negligence or 
fault, or from circumstances which by the exercise of reasonable diligence the Contractor should 
have been able to anticipate or prevent, then the Contractor shall be in default.   
 
17.8 If the Contract is subject to the provisions of Iowa Code chapter 8F, then the Contractor 
shall comply with Iowa Code chapter 8F with respect to any subcontract Contractor enters into 
pursuant to this Contract.  Any compliance documentation, including but not limited to 
certification, received from any subcontractor shall be forwarded to DNR immediately. 
 

Pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 669, DNR and the State of Iowa are self-insured against all risks 
and hazards related to this Contract.  No separate fund has been established to provide self-
insurance, and the State of Iowa is not obligated to establish any such fund during the term of 
this Contract. 

Section 18 SELF-INSURANCE BY THE STATE OF IOWA 
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Every person who is a party to the Contract is hereby notified and agrees that the State, DNR, 
and all of their employees, agents, successors, and assigns are immune from liability and suit for 
Contractor’s and subcontractors’ activities involving third parties arising from the Contract. 

Section 19 IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY 

 

To the extent required by federal or state law, federal and state funds made available under this 
Contract shall be used to supplement and increase the level of state, local, and other non-
federal funds that would in the absence of such federal and state funds be made available for 
the programs and activities for which funds are provided and will in no event take the place of 
state, local, and other non-federal funds. 

Section 20 NON-SUPPLANTING REQUIREMENT 

 

By executing this Contract, the Contractor certifies that it is either (a) registered with the Iowa 
Department of Revenue, collects and remits sales and use taxes as required by Iowa Code 
chapter 432; or (b) not a “retailer” or a “retailer maintaining a place of business in this state” as 
those terms are defined in Iowa Code section 423.1.  The Contractor also acknowledges that the 
DNR may declare the Contract void if the above certification is false.  The Contractor also 
understands that fraudulent certification may result in the DNR or its representatives filing 
action for damages for breach of contract. 

Section 21 CERTIFICATION REGARDING SALES AND USE TAX 

 

The State of Iowa is exempt from federal excise tax, and no payment will be made for any taxes 
levied on Contractor’s employees’ wages.  The State of Iowa is exempt from state and local sales 
and use taxes on the Deliverables. 

Section 22 TAXES 

 

The Contractor has read and understands the provisions in Attachment A, Equal Employment 
Opportunity, attached hereto and made part of this Contract by this reference, and the 
Contractor agrees to conform to the requirements contained therein.    

Section 23 EQUAL EMPLOYMENT PROVISIONS 

 

If this Contract is funded by federal monies, then the Contractor has read and understands the 
provisions of Attachment B, Additional Requirements for Federally-Funded Agreements, 
attached hereto and made part of this Contract by this reference, and the Contractor agrees to 
conform to the requirements contained therein. 

Section 24 FEDERALLY-FUNDED AGREEMENTS 

 

The Contractor and all Contractor personnel shall comply with Iowa information technology 
security statutes, rules and policies. By signing this contract, the Contractor acknowledges that 
the Contractor has read and understands the provisions of the information technology security 
policies adopted by the Iowa Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and DNR in effect on 
the date of signing. These policies are located on the respective agency websites at 

Section 25 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SECURITY 

www.iowadnr.gov and http://das.iowa.gov/index.html.  The Contractor further agrees to read 
and abide by any revised DAS and DNR policies, posted on the respective agency websites that 
come into effect during the term of this Contract. 
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Attachment A 
Equal Employment Opportunity. 

 
The Contractor agrees to the following:  
 
A.1 The Contractor shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for 
employment because of race, creed, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, gender identity, 
gender orientation, pregnancy, family status, marital status or mental or physical disability.  The 
Contractor shall take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed and that 
employees are treated, during employment, without regard to their race, creed, color, religion, 
sex, national origin, age, gender identity, gender orientation, pregnancy, family status, marital 
status or mental or physical disability except where mental or physical disability relates to a 
bona fide occupational qualification reasonably necessary to the normal operation of the 
Contractor's business.  Such action shall include but not be limited to, the following:  
employment, upgrading, demotion or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or 
termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation and selection for training, including 
apprenticeship.  The Contractor agrees to post notices, setting forth provisions of this 
nondiscrimination clause, in conspicuous places available to employees and applicants for 
employment. 
 
A.2 The Contractor shall in all solicitations or advertisements for employees, placed by or on 
behalf of the Contractor, state that all qualified applicants shall receive consideration for 
employment without regard to race, creed, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, gender 
identity, gender orientation, pregnancy, family status, marital status or mental or physical 
disability except where mental or physical disability is a bona fide occupation qualification 
reasonably necessary to the normal operation of the Contractor's business. 
 
A.3 The Contractor shall comply with all relevant provisions of the Iowa Civil Rights Act of 
1965, as amended, Iowa Executive Order 15 or 1973, Chapter 19B, Code of Iowa, Federal 
Executive Order 11246 of 1965, as amended by Federal Executive Order 11376 of 1967, and Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended.  The Contractor shall furnish all information and 
reports requested by the state of Iowa or required by, or pursuant to, the rules and regulations 
thereof and shall permit access to payroll and employment records by the state of Iowa for 
purposes of investigation to ascertain compliance with such rules, regulations or requests, or 
with this nondiscrimination clause. 
 
A.4 In the event of the Contractor's noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of 
this Contract or with any of the aforesaid rules, regulations or requests, this Contract may be 
canceled, terminated or suspended in whole or in part.  In addition, the state of Iowa may take 
such further action, and such other sanctions may be imposed and remedies invoked, as 
provided by the Iowa Civil Rights Act of 1965, as amended, Chapter 216, Code of Iowa, or as 
otherwise provided by law. 
 
A.5 The Contractor shall include the provisions of paragraphs A.1 through A.4 hereof in 
every subcontract, unless specifically exempted by approval of the state of Iowa, so that such 
provisions shall be binding on each subcontract.  The Contractor shall take such action with 
respect to any subcontract as the state of Iowa may direct as a means of enforcing such 
provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance; provided, however, that in the event the 
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Contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor or vendor 
as a result of such direction by the state of Iowa, the Contractor may request the state of Iowa 
to enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the state of Iowa. 
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A.6 In accordance with the provisions of 541 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 4: 
o The Contractor or subcontractor is prohibited from engaging in discriminatory 

employment practices forbidden by federal and state law, executive orders and rules of 
the department of management, which pertain to equal employment opportunity and 
affirmative action. 

o The Contractor or subcontractor may be required to have on file a copy of the 
affirmative action program, containing goals and time specifications. These contractual 
provisions shall be fully enforced. Any breach of them shall be regarded as a material 
breach of the Contract. 

o Compliance with the provisions of Iowa Code section 19B.7 and all applicable rules of 
the department of management prior to the execution of the Contract shall be a 
condition of the Contract binding upon the Contractor or service provider, its 
successors, and assignees. 

o Failure to fulfill the nondiscrimination requirements of this Contract or any of the rules 
and orders may cause the Contract to be canceled, terminated, or suspended in whole 
or in part, and the Contractor or service provider may be declared ineligible for future 
state contracts in accordance with authorized procedure or the Contractor may be 
subject to other sanctions as provided by law or rule. 

o The Contractor may be required to submit to the department of management or the 
DNR a copy of its affirmative action plan containing goals and time specifications. 

o The Contractor shall be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the department of 
management or the DNR that its affirmative action program is productive. 

o The Contractor may be required to submit reports as requested by the department of 
management. The department of management may request other relevant information 
from a contractor at any time. 

o The department of management may undertake a compliance review of the Contractor, 
and the department of management may take action, as appropriate, to seek to 
terminate contracts or funding found to be in violation of the rules. 
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Attachment B 
Additional Requirements for Federally-funded Agreements 

 
B.1 Suspension and Debarment.  The Contractor certifies pursuant to 31 CFR Part 19 that 
neither it nor its principles are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 
declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this Contract by any federal 
department or agency.  
 
B.2  Lobbying Restrictions.   The Contractor shall comply with all certification and disclosure 
requirements prescribed by 31 U.S.C. Section 1352 and any implementing regulations and shall 
be responsible for ensuring that any subcontractor fully complies with all certification and 
disclosure requirements.  
 
B.3 Pro-Children Act of 1994.  Public Law 103-227, also known as the Pro-Children Act of 
1994 (Act), requires that smoking not be permitted in any portion of any indoor facility owned 
or leased or contracted for by an entity and used routinely or regularly for the provision of 
health, day care, early childhood development services, education or library services to children 
under the age of 18, if the services are funded by federal programs either directly or through 
state or local governments, by federal grant, contract, loan or loan guarantee. Federal programs 
include grants, cooperative agreements, loans or loan guarantees and contracts. The law also 
applies to children’s services that are provided in indoor facilities that are constructed, operated 
or maintained with such federal funds. The law does not apply to children’s services provided in 
private residences; portions of facilities used for inpatient drug or alcohol treatment; service 
providers whose sole source of applicable federal funds is Medicare or Medicaid; or facilities 
(other than clinics) where WIC coupons are redeemed. Failure to comply with the provisions of 
the law may result in the imposition of a civil monetary penalty of up to $1,000 for each 
violation and/or the imposition of an administrative compliance order on the responsible party.  
The Contractor certifies that it will comply with the requirements of the Pro-Children Act of 
1994 and will not allow smoking within any portion of any indoor facility used for the provision 
of services for children as defined by the Act.  
 
B.4 Certified Audits.  Local governments and non-profit subrecipient entities that expend 
$500,000 or more in a year in federal awards (from all sources) shall have a single audit 
conducted for that year in accordance with the provisions of OMB Circular A-133 “Audit of 
States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations.” A copy of the final audit report shall 
be submitted to DNR if either the schedule of findings and questioned costs or the summary 
schedule of prior audit findings includes any audit findings related to federal awards provided by 
DNR. If an audit report is not required to be submitted per the criteria above, the subrecipient 
must provide written notification to DNR that the audit was conducted in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards and that neither the schedule of findings and questioned costs 
nor the summary schedule of prior audit findings includes any audit findings related to federal 
awards provided by the DNR. See A-133 Section 21 for a discussion of subrecipient versus 
vendor relationships. 
 
B.5 Drug Free Work Place.   The Contractor shall provide a drug free workplace in 
accordance with the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988 and all applicable regulations. 
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 Date March 9, 2016 
 
Item No.     ACTION 
Roll Call No.               16-0317 
Submitted by:  Richard Leopold 
                          Director 
 

 
AGENDA HEADING: 
Approve contract for grant writing services for an amount not to exceed $20,000. 
 
SYNOPSIS: 
Approve grant writing services contract with Rebekah Beall not to exceed $20,000 or 500 hours 
at $40 per hour 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
Amount:  not to exceed $20,000 
 
Funding Source:  REAP 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
A core component of the Jester Park Nature Center fundraising plan is leveraging grant dollars 
in the building of the facility.  Polk County staff have been actively researching the variety of 
grant opportunities pertaining to the building of the Nature Center. Contracting with an 
experienced and well qualified grant writer aids the staff in meeting the many grant deadlines.  
Rebekah Beall, a past employee of Polk County Conservation, has the background knowledge 
of the project and PCC operations to immediately begin the grant writing process.  As a PCC 
employee she wrote a REAP-CEP grant and it received the top rating of all grants submitted  
that year. 
 
PREVIOUS  BOARD ACTION(S):  N/A 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Approve contract with Rebekah Beall for grant writing services effective March 25, 2016 for an 
amount not to exceed $20,000 pending review and approval of contract by County Attorney's 
Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on this and other agenda items, please Polk County Conservation Office at 515-
323-5300 or visit the office (11407 NW Jester Drive, Granger, Iowa).  Polk County Conservation Board 
agendas are available to the public at the Polk County Conservation Office on Monday afternoon 
preceding Wednesday’s Board meeting. Citizens can also view the Board agenda on Agency's website 
at pccb_info@polkcountyiowa.gov or request to receive meeting notices and agendas by email by 
calling the office or sending their request via email to cynthia.lentz@polkcountyiowa.gov 
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	Project Title: Jester Park Nature Center Outdoor Streamscape
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	Brief Description of Project: The Polk County Conservation Board seeks funding for new construction of the Jester Park Nature Center and specifically its Outdoor Streamscape – an area of outdoor play for youth and families featuring introductory trails, outdoor plaza, nature features and a significant meandering waterway designed to engage all ages and abilities in water discovery. 
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