
VOLUNTEERcalendar
 JANUARY  -  APRIL  2021

Time
1pm
1p

p

Location
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt

VOLUNTEER TIME OFF (VTO) - WOODLANDS/
OAK SAVANNA
Does your company offer Volunteer Paid Time Off (VTO)? Join us 
as we remove invasive species such as honeysuckle, buckthorn, 
and oriental bittersweet from one of your county parks. Come 
and go between per your allotted hours.  

Date 
January 6, 29 
February 10, 26 
March 10, 19
April 7, 16, 23, 28

TIMBERSTAND IMPROVEMENT WORKSHOP/
WOODLAND IMPROVEMENT WORK DAYS
Calling all park stewards, trail ambassadors, and general 
conservation enthusiasts! Strengthen your impact in our parks 
and along our trails with this workshop devoted to cultivating 
healthy woodlands throughout Polk County. The goal of timber 
stand improvement (TSI) is to improve the structure, condition, 
health, and growth of tree stands in our parks. Join us to boost 
your volunteer resume and abilities by learning all about 
managing desirable trees. 

.
Date

January 16
February 20

Time
10am 3:0
10am-12:00pm

Location 

Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt

The programming outlined in this edition of Nature News 
runs from January - April of 2021. Due to the continually 
evolving COVID-19 situation, we aren’t able to fully include 
all of our planned programming. Please check our website 
frequently for programming offerings and to make sure that 
the program you are interested in is still being offered.

 

   
conservationvolunteers@polkcountyiowa.gov

0a Jester Park/Brown's Woods

*Lunch may be purchased for $5 for January 16th

EARTH DAY WORK DAY
Come and celebrate the 51st Earth Day weekend with us as we 
remove garlic mustard from some of your county parks. Be sure 
to wear masks, long pants, sturdy shoes, and work gloves and to 
bring a refillable water bottle. 

Date Time
10am-12:00pmApril 24 Jester Park/Brown's Woods/Easter 

Lake/Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt

Location

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
For this edition of Volunteer Spotlight we would like to 
highlight volunteer Victor Young. Victor has volunteered 
with PCC since 2019. He is a former high school drumline 
captain who now does finish carpentry and identifies purple 
coneflower as his favorite plant species. As Polk County 
Conservation adapted to COVID and encouraged individual 
volunteer seed harvesting, Victor became a regular 
harvester. Starting in August he spent an average of 2-3 
hours every week (with only a couple exceptions) at 
Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt harvesting a variety seeds 
throughout the season. His dedication to seed collection 
made him the first volunteer issued a 2020 volunteer seed 
harvest permit. He learned that his favored way to harvest 
involved bringing two buckets with him into the prairie and 
sitting down on one while taking in the sights and sounds of 
the prairie while harvesting seeds into the other. Victor also 
took part in seed harvest events such as our Happy Hour 
Harvests and the Moonlight Seed Harvest.




