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Quick Stats1 

 Polk County Iowa 
Percent of population with 1 dose 71.8% 65.5% 

Percent of population with 2 doses 64.9% 59.5% 
7d Lab Test Positivity 27.4% 23.8% 

Total cases per 100,000 the last 7d 1495 1202 
CDC County Transmission Level* High  
Average daily cases the last 7d 1047 5416 

*VaccineInformation | Iowa COVID-19 Information 

All data are sourced from https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts with previous days refreshed daily. When recent data 
are unavailable, data from https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data may be used. Population of Polk County used is 490,161. 
Population of Iowa used is 3.155 million. Averages and percent positivity are subject to change with retrospectively refreshed data. 

Critical Points, Media, and Research 
The Omicron surge is well underway in Iowa. A few states with earlier surges have reached their 
peak indicting Iowa may peak in 10-14 days. Hospitalizations are extremely high and 30 deaths 
were reported for Polk County in the last week. Testing capacity is unlikely to capture the true 
volume of cases.  

News & Research 
• Rapid Diagnostic Testing for SARS-CoV-2 | NEJM 
• BNT162b2 Vaccine Booster and Mortality Due to Covid-19 | NEJM 
• Immunity against Omicron from breakthrough infection could be a matter of timing 
• CDC Recommends Moderna Booster at 5 Months: On January 4th, CDC made this 

recommendation for recipients of a Pfizer-BioNTech primary series. After FDA action on January 
7th,  we’re extending this recommendation to recipients of a Moderna primary series. This means 
that people who initially received an mRNA vaccine series—–two doses of Moderna or Pfizer-
BioNTech —can now receive an mRNA booster shot 5 months after completing their initial 
series.    

• Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 Schools was recently updated to reflect new 
recommendations for isolation for people with COVID-19 and recommendations for people 
who have come into close contact with a person with COVID-19. 

• CDC Expands Booster Shot Eligibility and Strengthens Recommendations for 12-17 Year Olds: 
CDC now recommends that adolescents age 12 to 17 years old should receive a booster shot 5 
months after their initial Pfizer-BioNTech vaccination series. 

• CDC Recommends Pfizer Booster at 5 Months, Additional Primary Dose for Certain 
Immunocompromised Children: On January 4th, CDC updated its recommendation for when 
many people can receive a booster shot, shortening the interval from 6 months to 5 months for 
people who received the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine. 

• Stay Up to Date with Your Vaccines: To align with standard language CDC uses about other 
vaccinations, CDC is now using the phrase “up to date” when talking about COVID-19 
vaccination. CDC recommends that individuals stay “up to date” by receiving any additional 
doses they are eligible for, according to CDC’s recommendations, to ensure they have optimal 
protection against COVID-19. The technical definition of “fully vaccinated”—two doses of an 
mRNA vaccine or one dose of the J&J vaccine—has not changed.  

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/vaccineinformation
https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts
https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMcp2117115?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2115624?query=featured_coronavirus
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-022-00004-x
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0107-moderna-booster.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BtGNiK5KSdMGW0phMzt7gDaTFssUIiOArTr03uNcjko%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0104-Pfizer-Booster.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AUeHKCktDEzkU98PUxM5okYILUue1g9QSliVgupE9Os%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0104-Pfizer-Booster.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AUeHKCktDEzkU98PUxM5okYILUue1g9QSliVgupE9Os%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-announcements%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-shortens-interval-booster-dose-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-five-months&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=irIEPvS4rmOXS9oiIGgUSuMnIzANj9GJMwwfyfCsTrQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Fk-12-guidance.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9CtCoQlCkfMiB4wo7nSLsK32QAsck0kct2XjpOOPM6c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0105-Booster-Shot.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EsD7U8sY2O3h1FWxfA8IUdSGpMBFFXR3nVgJLWQ02Rk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0104-Pfizer-Booster.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AUeHKCktDEzkU98PUxM5okYILUue1g9QSliVgupE9Os%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0104-Pfizer-Booster.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AUeHKCktDEzkU98PUxM5okYILUue1g9QSliVgupE9Os%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fstay-up-to-date.html%3FCDC_AA_refVal%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Fvaccines%252Ffully-vaccinated.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=warpT3JPi0PWrVMiIMDHNQJOk8SPP8BLXHXoTDQ0C7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fbooster-shot.html&data=04%7C01%7Cmeg.schaeffer%40sas.com%7C6f43824dbcbd42de48c008d9d488ae41%7Cb1c14d5c362545b3a4309552373a0c2f%7C0%7C0%7C637774505915384871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5yvCMCk%2BS5KFNjxSjxkTnkFCCHFO1FU7gkOXfliYmYU%3D&reserved=0
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Vaccine Progress  
Polk Co Vaccination Rates CDC 
Covid Data Tracker Data (*) 

At Least One Dose Fully Vaccinated 

Total 349,843 316,145 
% of Total Population 71.40% 64.50% 
Population ≥ 5 Years of Age 349,826 316,145 
% of Population ≥ 5 Years of Age 76.80% 69.40% 
Population ≥ 12 Years of Age 335,719 305,812 
% of Population ≥ 12 Years of Age 82.10% 74.80% 
Population ≥ 18 Years of Age 308,838 281,641 
% of Population ≥ 18 Years of Age 83.70% 76.30% 
Population ≥ 65 Years of Age 67,872 63,108 
% of Population ≥ 65 Years of Age 95.00% 95.00% 
(*) CDC COVID Data Tracker Data: CDC data includes vaccine administration data from all sources, including IRIS*, other state 
immunization registries, and federal entities (Bureau of Prisons, Veterans Health Administration, Department of Defense, and 
Federal Long-Term Care program). These doses may not have been reported to IRIS. 
Data as of 12/22/21 

 
Link to Zip Code-Level Vaccination  Rates - https://arcg.is/1nTry4  
 

 
 
 

https://arcg.is/1nTry4
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School Data  

 

 

Week Ending 22-Sep 29-Sep 6-Oct 13-Oct 3-Nov 27-Oct 3-Nov 10-Nov 17-Nov 24-Nov 1-Dec 8-Dec 15-Dec 22-Dec 5-Jan 12-Jan

DMPS* 6.21 6.52 4.42 3.27 2.30 2.1 0.9 2.48 2.12 2.24 3.58 5.06 3.79 3.03 7.91 14.79

Ankeny 5.42 5.42 3.92 4.83 3.75 2.8 2.1 2.75 4.00 3.33 3.25 5.83 5.00 4.67 NA 18.42
Waukee 2.78 2.78 2.35 2.09 2.43 1.7 4.2 4.35 6.70 8.09 4.43 4.52 3.57 3.04 8.26 15.74

WDM 4.33 4.33 2.67 2.67 1.22 2.0 2.8 5.89 5.67 5.00 5.00 7.67 5.11 3.78 NA 19.67
Johnston 4.71 4.71 3.57 2.29 2.29 2.4 2.1 2.71 3.43 0.86 2.00 3.43 2.86 3.43 NA 8.29

SE Polk 4.71 4.71 5.43 4.00 1.71 1.9 1.1 1.29 2.29 3.14 4.14 5.29 2.86 1.71 1.86 13.29
Urbandale 1.75 1.75 5.25 3.00 1.25 1.3 1.3 1.00 3.25 4.25 3.00 3.75 1.75 2.75 11.00 29.00

Total 4.27 4.32 3.94 3.16 2.14 2.0 2.1 2.92 3.92 3.5 3.6 4.9 3.7 3.1 7.3 18.2

New Student/Staff Cases

Week Ending 22-Sep 29-Sep 6-Oct 13-Oct 20-Oct 27-Oct 3-Nov 10-Nov 17-Nov 24-Nov 1-Dec 8-Dec 15-Dec 22-Dec 5-Jan 12-Jan

DMPS* 205 215 146 108 76 68 31 82 70 74 118 167 125 100 261 488
Ankeny 65 65 47 58 45 34 25 33 48 40 39 70 60 56 NA 221

Waukee 43 43 35 32 36 20 49 64 90 105 63 65 48 36 120 210
WDM 39 39 24 24 11 18 25 53 51 45 45 69 46 34 NA 177

Johnston 33 33 25 16 16 17 15 19 24 6 14 24 20 24 NA 72
SE Polk 33 33 38 28 12 13 8 9 16 22 29 37 20 12 13 93

Urbandale 8 8 21 12 5 5 5 4 13 17 12 15 7 11 44 116
Total 426 436 336 278 201 175 158 264 312 309 320 447 326 273 438 1377

Polk Weekly Cases 1885 1633 1368 1192 1137 1032 999 1164 1370 1511 1621 2039 1726 1836 2394

Polk County Weekly 
Case Rate 385 333 279 243 232 211 204 238 280 308 331 416 352 375 489

New Student/Staff Case Rates per 1000
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