Minutes 
Polk County LEPC
January 8, 2013
2PM
Anderson Ericson Dairy
Des Moines, Iowa
Host: Mr.  Michael Gezel

Members in attendance: Robert Chiappano, Ankeny FD, Michael Gezel & Mike Peterson A/E Dairy, Cheryl Meier, Mary Jo Press & Joel Tichy, Kemin, CMS Gary Lane & Cameron Stufflebeam 132nd FW-IA/ANG, and Gary Rohmiller, HII.

Meeting was called to order by Gary Rohmiller at 2PM, after introductions were made, Michael Gezel welcomed everyone to the A&E Dairy site. He gave a brief history of the company and announced that he would be giving a tour of the facility to the LEPC members in attendance after the meeting concluded today for anyone who wishes to take a tour.

The October 9th 2012 meeting minutes were reviewed by the members; Robert Chiappano moved to approve the minutes, Cheryl Meier 2nd the motions, members unanimously approved.

Election of the 2014 Chair; after much discussion, Robert Chiappano, nominated Mary Jo Press, there were no other nominations from the floor, Cheryl Meier 2nd the nomination ceased, Mary Jo was elected by a unanimous vote of the membership. Congratulations Mary Jo.!

Old Business:
We continued our long discussion about how we can promote the LEPC to the companies in the local area. The incentive for an organization to join the LEPC has always been and will continue to be those that have Tier-II reporting requirement, however there are companies that should have an interest in what the industrial complex near them, in their neighborhood that have in the way of hazardous material and / or hazardous processes that could affect them in the event of a major spill or vaporous release. 
This being the case, Mary Jo suggested we have a seminar in conjunction with one of our meetings where we could analyze the affects of an ammonia release and the affect it could have on an area. Mary Jo offered her location as the site of the release / table top exercise and analysis. Robert Chiappano reported that a company in Ankeny just completed a table top exercise on a ammonia release at that location. 
As there is nothing specific that the LEPC plans to host this calendar year (2013) leaves things wide open for the LEPC to host some sort of a seminar / informational session on topic like Mary Jo has suggested, or any other topic that offers value to the LEPC masses. Michael Gezel, stated he has experience with RMP requirement associated with ammonia as they use it in their cool systems here at the A&E Dairy, so he would be willing to contribute what they learned from going through the process. Cheryl Meier stated they have chlorine on the GM site which is equally hazardous when there is an uncontrolled release. Gary mentioned contacting the U.S. Homeland Security the Office of Infrastructure Protection agency in our region (HQ in Columbus MO) inquire of them if they would consider sending a representative from their office to do a one day or even ½ day seminar on the requirements that affect us.

New Business:
Gary reported that HII had recently received notice from the Iowa Work Force Development, the Division of Labor and Bureau of Labor & Statics (BLS) that they have been notified that they have been selected to have their OSHA reporting audited at the end of the year. He asked if anyone else had been contract by this state agency. Mary Jo said they, Kemin had not; but she did know that the Federal OSHA Offices were concerned that those states with their own OSHA plans were under reporting their OSHA stats. This survey that HII received for the CY 2013 was what prompted the receipt of this letter.
Joel Tichy said that a couple of years back there was an emphasis on Grain Handling companies and industries that had reported Amputation Hazards were also in the cross hairs of Federal OSHA at about that same period of time.

There was no other new business brought forth at his time, Gary asked for a motion to adjourn, Motion by Cheryl Meier, 2nd by Robert Chiappano, meeting adjourned at 2:45PM. 

Submitted by;
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Gary M. Rohmiller
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