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a Jester Park summer kickoff grand opening 
celebration will take place on sunday, June 8, 
2014 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

at 1:00 p.m. we’ll have a ribbon cutting to 
kickoff the event. afterward join a naturalist-
guided nature hike along the new half-mile 
discovery trail. Hikes will take place every 
30 minutes. Float a canoe in discovery Pond 
(previously known as two dam Pond) or go 
fishing, poles and bait are provided (fishing 
licenses are not required as it is free fishing 
weekend). don’t miss the chance to catch the 
first fish at the pond’s grand re-opening. you’ll 
also be able to roast some s ‘mores at the 
communal fire pit.

Be one of the first to view the new modern 
rental cabins at Jester Park! tours will also be 
taking place during the event. each cabin has 
a two-story walk-out floor plan. the largest 
cabin has two bedrooms and sleeps eight 

people while the other three cabins have one 
bedroom and sleep six. a full kitchen, restroom 
with shower, gas fireplace, barbecue grill, and 
communal fire pit are just a few of the amenities 
provided. groups can stay, unplug and reconnect 
with family and friends. Polk County Conservation 
doesn’t provide wi-fi or televisions, but instead 
encourages guests to experience the natural areas 
surrounding the cabins. online reservations for 
the cabins can be made at www.mycountyparks.
com. 

this project was funded by Polk County water 
and land legacy and a lawCon (land and water 
Conservation) grant.
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The Latest
Polk County Water & Land Legacy Updates

Jester Park
Cabins
Construction is wrapping up on the four modern cabins across 
from discovery Pond. Cabins will be open by memorial day 
weekend. rental information is now available on mycountyparks.
com. a Jester Park summer kickoff grand opening celebration will 
take place on June 8 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Campground #2
this campground has undergone electric upgrades and site 
improvements. it will re-open for the spring with 28 new electric 
sites. 

Conservation Center
Plans and designs for the Jester Park Conservation Center are be-
ing finalized. site preparation, including roadwork, grading, and 
rocking has been completed, and building construction will begin 
this year. we are seeking outside funding to supplement bond 
dollars to make this project a success.

thomas Mitchell Park
Camp Creek Stabilization
work is finishing up on the stabilization of the stream bed and 
the collapsing banks where the creek flows through the park. 
this will improve water quality, protect downstream habitat, and 
protect existing and planned park infrastructure.

Camp Creek Crossing
work is taking place to separate the shared pedestrian and 
vehicular crossing where Camp Creek flows over the access road. 
work to reduce the steep grade for crossing vehicles and provide 
a recreational access to the creek for visitors will continue this 
spring. 

Fishing Piers
accessible fishing piers will be installed on the dam face, north 
bank and west side in early spring. these piers will be located in 
the vicinity of the recently installed fish habitat.

Yellow Banks
the water level in the pond has been lowered to allow work to 
begin on the dam. the outlet and overflow structures will be 
replaced, and the top of the dam will be lowered eight feet to 
improve access to the water. 

LAnD PRoteCtIon
we anticipate properties acquired in 2014 to support the easter 
lake restoration project and provide park and stream corridor 
buffers at thomas mitchell Park and yellow Banks Park.

tRAILs 
Mark C. Ackelson trail
Phase i is now complete. Phase ii of the circumferential trail 
around easter lake Park and through ewing Park will encompass 
approximately 1.48 miles of paved trail construction on the north 
side from ewing Park to evergreen drive. Phase ii’s trail construc-
tion will begin in the spring of 2014.

Chichaqua Valley trail
Phase i will involve constructing the southern 1.5 mile section of 
paved trail originating near mally’s and extending south to doug-
las avenue. Contracts will be bid out in June, and it is anticipated 
that work will begin later this summer. 

PARKs
easter Lake Park
Easter Lake Lodge
Preliminary planning for a lodge at easter lake Park is taking 
place. this facility will be used for year-round environmental 
education and can be reserved by the public. 

Easter Lake Watershed Project
in addition to coordinating funding sources, easter lake water-
shed partners are working on design and engineering plans for 
lake restoration. this will include in-lake dredging and the instal-
lation of siltation dikes. a spring kickoff event is scheduled to take 
place on sunday, may 18 at easter lake Park from 12:00-3:00 
p.m.

Easter Lake Rain Gardens
rain gardens will be installed near the beach parking lot this 
spring.

Fort Des Moines Park
lake dredging, the installation of stabilization structures, and 
wetland construction have been taking place over the winter 
months. lake recreational activity will be prohibited for a year, 
and fishing may be prohibited for additional years until the fish-
ery is restored. 

Four Mile Creek Greenbelt
Bank stabilization at Four mile Creek greenbelt will continue this 
year between ankeny and des moines on county-owned land 
within the Four mile Creek watershed. these projects will reduce 
erosion, improve water quality, and protect existing wildlife habi-
tat and infrastructure within the greenbelt.
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Emerald Ash Borer
the emerald ash borer is a non-native, small green wood-boring 
insect that attacks and kills ash trees. the adults live on the out-
side of ash trees feeding on the leaves during summer months. 
the larvae look similar to white grubs and feed on the living plant 
tissue underneath the bark of ash trees. the trees are killed by 
the tunneling activity of the larvae under the tree’s bark, which 
disrupts the flow of water and nutrients.

First detected in the united states in 2002, the borer has rap-
idly spread west, and has now been found in various counties 
within iowa. For this reason, iowa was placed under quarantine 
in February 2014 by the iowa department of agriculture and 
land stewardship (idals) and the iowa department of natural 
resources.

iowans are encouraged to never transport firewood (or other 
infested materials) across county or state lines, since moving fire-
wood poses the greatest threat to quickly spreading this insect, 
and others. Federal law prohibits the transportation of firewood 
from a quarantined state to a non-quarantined state (illegal to 
move firewood from iowa to nebraska.) state law mandates the 
labeling of all firewood so any eaB firewood labeling is manda-
tory via state law. any firewood coming into our parks needs to 
be properly labeled. Please visit our website to view examples of 
label requirements.

ash Borer, adult 
beetle. Photo by david 
Cappaert, michigan 
state university.

Technology in the PCC Parks
Hear what you have been missing...
guide by Cell, a cell phone audio tour, found 
throughout our parks and trails in Polk County 
since 2010 has provided over 370 hours of inter-
pretive education to park visitors. with over 55 
guide by Cell messages the park visitor can 
listen to sounds of various birds calls at the 
Jester Park blind (sign number 18#) to the 
unique history of engeldinger wetland (sign 
number 10#).  to hear these messages the caller simply di-
als (515) 418-9207, and then enters the item number on the sign 
followed by the # sign. the sign items number range from 1# to 
55#. the caller also has the opportunity to leave a comment.
   
we appreciate comments left by park visitors like letting us know 
of trees down on a hiking trail or sharing their appreciation of the 
outdoor opportunities provided Polk County Conservation. Park 
visitors with smart phones can also scan the Qr codes on many 
of the guide by Cell signs. examples of the Qr code links include 
video of an osprey being banded or the growth of elk antlers. 
scan the Qr codes below to see these two links. give it a try! dial 
into the guide by Cell phone audio system (515) 418-9207 and 
hear what you have been missing!

Blank Park Zoo is on a mission to bring back our native pollinators! many of iowa’s na-
tive pollinators, including bees and butterflies, are disappearing in our rapidly changing 
environment. you may be surprised to learn that more than one-third of our global food 
supply and much of the world’s biodiversity depend on the services they provide.   

in iowa, the majority of our butterflies need region-specific, grassland plants. However, 
these plants are just as threatened as the butterflies they support - since european 
settlement, iowa has lost more than 99.9 percent of its native, tall-grass prairie. iowa 

butterflies, and the habitats in which they live, need our help.

How can you help?  starting this spring, you can join Plant.grow.Fly. by creating much-needed pollinator habitat at your home, school 
or even place of work. expertly researched garden recipes will help you plant the flowers and grasses that benefit local species the 
most. these easy-to-follow recipes can be formed to your landscaping needs, from pet-friendly to sweet-smelling, low-budget to no 
expenses spared. gardens can range from several plants in a pot to a whole backyard ecosystem. once you register your garden with 
Blank Park Zoo, you can order a Plant.grow.Fly. sign to proudly display in your new habitat, showing your support of our midwestern 
pollinators.  we believe that no effort is too small and that each of us can help make a difference to protect the biodiversity around 
us!

we can all agree that the current decline of butterflies and bees is alarming. this project aims to focus on the positive. each and ev-
ery one of us can do our part to preserve these beautiful creatures by simply planting gardens in our yard!  go to www.blankparkzoo.
com for more information. Polk County Conservation is a proud supporter of this initiative.

osprey Banding growth of elk antlers
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Growing our Family of Parks
in the last 1 ½ years, Polk County Conservation (PCC) has added 
596 acres to our parkland with Polk County water and land leg-
acy  bond funds. the challenging task of adding parkland to the 
properties that PCC holds in trust for the citizens of the county is 
not one we take lightly. Property ownership and management is 
a complex task – especially so when the owner is the public and 
the needs and requests of the public are so diverse.  

there are many factors that must be weighed when an addition 
to the PCC lands is considered. not all candidates will prove to 
be suitable. when PCC staff consider whether a property would 
be a valuable addition, several factors are closely weighed when 
considering acquisition or priority.  
• is the property adjacent to an existing park or wildlife 

area?  Consolidation of parkland and the protection of the 
aesthetic or ecological integrity of our existing parks is a very 
strong reason for acquisition.  

• is the property in danger of losing an important natural re-
source or is this a narrow window of opportunity to acquire 
a significant area?  

• is the property an important linkage or corridor to other 
public land or natural areas?

• does the area contain threatened or endangered species or 
have special ecological or cultural significance?

• is the property identified on any of the PCC park master 
plans as a planned acquisition, a buffer zone, or a watershed 
protection area?

• are there special circumstances such as availability of 
supplemental funding, interagency cooperation, a gift of 
partial value from an estate, etc.?  

• do we have the resources to manage the property for the 
purpose that it was acquired?  

the process for acquiring a property involves the weighing of 
pluses and minuses. Parks and natural areas are important con-
tributors to the economic, physical, and aesthetic qualities of a 
community. Parks serve the needs of our larger community and 
preserve the natural bounty of iowa. Choosing those areas that 
best meet those needs should be a careful, thoughtful process.

Land Acquired with PCWLL Bond Funds
yellow Banks Park 22 acres

Beaver Creek greenbelt woodland 
Property 26 acres

Camp Creek Corridor 49 acres

Chichaqua Bottoms greenbelt shaw
Property 311 acres

Chichaqua Bottoms greenbelt wetland 
Property 100 acres

Chichaqua Bottoms greenbelt mendenhall 
Property 80 acres

thomas mitchell Park additional group 
camping site 8 acres

Giving Opportunities for the 
Jester Park Conservation Center
Fundraising efforts for the Jester Park Conservation Center are 
in motion. although some funds are in place thanks to the Polk 
County water and land legacy bond referendum and private 
donations, additional grant and sponsorship dollars are needed 
to complete this project. a wide variety of indoor and outdoor 
sponsorship opportunities are available for individuals, business-
es, and organizations. leave a legacy on behalf of your family or 
business for many generations to come in support of conserva-
tion and environmental education. now is the time to help make 
this Center a reality and shape the future of our great outdoors! 
sponsorship opportunity details can be found on our website and 
in our upcoming monthly e-newsletters.
  

Grant Received for Project at 
Fort Des Moines Park
to help your bond dollars go further, PCC applied for and re-
ceived a lawCon (land and water Conservation) grant in the 
amount of $103,436.82. these funds will help develop the prop-
erty just south of the park, donated by des moines Community 
school district. improvements will include a three season shelter, 
accessible hiking trails through a newly established prairie, and a 
parking lot that will provide access to the park from County line 
road. these amenities will be a great resource to the two neigh-
boring schools, local home owners and the public.

a view around the west side of the building (top) and a look 
inside the main level (bottom).
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Rain Barrels 
for Sale

Polk County Conservation has
33 gallon pre-constructed plastic 

rain barrels available for purchase. 
rain barrels are a great way to 

practice water conservation around 
the house while getting free water 

to use for watering plants and 
gardens. Barrels are $50 each 

and come with information about 
installation, maintenance, rain bar-
rel water usage, and other home 
water conservation techniques. 

to order your barrel, contact the 
education department at 515-323-

5339 or pccb_info@polkcounty-
iowa.gov. Barrels may be picked up 

at the Jester Park administration 
Building between 8:00 a.m. and 

4:30 p.m. monday through Friday.

Milkweed Market
monarch watch launched the “milkweed market” last year, com-
missioning the production of 25,000 plugs of some 15 species of 
milkweed. the mission of the milkweed market is milkweed res-
toration and to that end we only ship plants to ecological regions 
from which the seeds were obtained. this project has been sup-
ported by a large number of volunteers who have supplied seeds 
of many milkweed species from most areas of the country. Please 
take advantage of the new vendor listing - more than 70 vendors 
that sell native milkweeds in various regions of the country are 
currently listed in a searchable format. go to monarchwatch.org 
and click on the “milkweed market” button for complete details.

Discover Your Watershed
High school classes across Polk County will investigate local 
watersheds this spring through an iowa resource enhancement 
and Protection Conservation education Program grant received 
by PCC environmental education staff. naturalists, along with 
staff from the Polk soil and water Conservation district, des 
moines water works, and metro waste authority, will introduce 
students to the watershed their school district impacts during a 
classroom program. after this introduction, students will wade 
into the watershed with a field trip to a park to monitor water 
quality, participate in a watershed improvement project, and 
canoe. 

six science teachers and approximately 500 students from the 
des moines, west des moines and north Polk school districts 
plan to participate. PCC staff will reward any students who take 
the extra step to do watershed-related volunteer work outside 
of school with a river float trip guided by naturalists and iowa 
river revival’s master river stewards. PCC education staff and 
our partners see the current emphasis on water quality in local 
parks as a complex, real-life opportunity for high school students 
to investigate watershed science and implement solutions with 
relevance to their community.

Common milkweed (asclepias syriaca) photo by Joshua mayer
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Music in the Park
•	 6:30-8:30	p.m.
•	 Every	Saturday	night	from	Memorial	Day	and	

Labor	Day
•	 Jester	Park	Amphitheater	-	across	from			

Shelter	#3
•	 To	see	a	list	of	musicians,	visit	our	website.

                     free concerts



 

May Day Hike
thursday, May 1 @ 6:00-7:30 p.m.
easter Lake Park, shelter #4
may day celebrates the arrival of spring. take a short hike looking 
for spring wildflowers then make a may day basket to take home.

Kayak Basics
thursday, May 15 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m.
thomas Mitchell Park, meet at pond parking lot
learn the basics of recreational kayaking from a PCC natural-
ist. Participants will learn about types of kayaks, equipment, 
techniques, and have a chance to practice skills on the water. all 
equipment is provided. Pre-registration required; deadline is may 
12. minimum age 14. Fee: $10.

Catch-n-Croakers
Friday, May 16 @ 8:00-9:30 p.m.
Chichaqua Longhouse
learn to identify frogs by sight and sound before sloshing into 
the wetlands to catch these amazing creatures. Bring your own 
net and flashlight. wear shoes that can get wet and muddy.

each year Polk County naturalists select a variety 
of programs we feel the public will enjoy. our 
programs have been designed with you in mind, so 
they are both educational and fun.

• Program information is available by visiting: 
www.leadingyououtdoors.org or by calling 
our administrative office at: (515) 323-5300, 
monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

• Fees and registration are not required unless 
otherwise noted.

• many programs are family-oriented and are 
designed so all ages can participate.

• outdoor programs will be canceled if there is 
lightning or other extreme weather conditions 
such as wind, cold, or rain.

• Programs are developed for beginners. no prior 
experience is required unless noted.

• youth and adult groups such as church, scouts, 
and 4-H are always welcome.
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Easter Lake Kickoff
sunday, May 18 @ 12:00-3:00 p.m.
easter Lake Park, shelter #1
the easter lake watershed Project will hold a public kickoff event 
to provide a chance for visitors to learn about the upcoming lake 
and watershed renovations, enjoy fun events, and free food. a 
variety of fun activities will be set up for families including canoe-
ing, Frisbee golf, scavenger hunt, and relay races. adults can visit 
educational booths hosted by local contractors and conservation 
groups. these booths will provide all the information needed 
to learn about rainscaping practices including rain gardens, 
permeable pavers, soil quality restoration, native landscaping, 
and more! these practices are being promoted to watershed 
residents in an effort to infiltrate stormwater, stop pollutants, 
and improve water quality in easter lake.

Senior Fishing Derby
Friday, June 6 @ 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
easter Lake Park, shelter #2
senior services of Polk County and PCC are hosting a fishing der-
by open to any person 60 and over. Fishing poles and bait will be 
provided but you are welcome to bring your own. Prizes will be 
awarded. a box lunch will be served to all registered participants. 
registration deadline is may 30. to register, call 515-286-3536.

Jester Park Summer Kickoff & 
Grand Opening
sunday, June 8 @ 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Jester Park, shelter #5
Come help us celebrate and have some fun! enjoy canoeing and 
fishing (no license is needed as it is free fishing weekend) on the 
newly renovated/stocked pond, stroll along the accessible trail, 
and take a tour of the four new cabins. all activities are free and 
will be led by Conservation staff.

Wild Night Life & Hike
Friday, June 13 @ 8:30-10:30 p.m.
thomas Mitchell Park, meet at pond parking lot
Join PCC naturalists for a campfire program about the wild night 
life in thomas mitchell Park. a short hike will follow as we search 
for some of these nocturnal animals. afterward enjoy eating 
s ‘mores around the campfire. Pre-registration is required; 
deadline is June 10. Fee: $5. 

Kayak Basics
thursday, June 19 @ 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Jester Park, shelter #5
learn the basics of recreational kayaking from a PCC natural-
ist. Participants will learn about types of kayaks, equipment, 
techniques, and have a chance to practice skills on the water. 
all equipment is provided. Pre-registration required; deadline is 
June 16. minimum age 14. Fee: $10.

PROGRAMS
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Bees & Butterflies
Wednesday, June 25 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m.
easter Lake Park, shelter #4
Buzz like a bee and float like a butterfly in a hands-on program 
exploring the world of pollinators. learn about the importance 
of insects in helping plants make seeds through a bee game and 
a butterfly hunt in a tall grass area near the shelter. we will also 
share ways to help bees and butterflies in your own yard.

Fly Fishing Workshop
saturday June 28 @ 9:00-11:00 a.m.
easter Lake Park, shelter #1
if you have always wanted to learn to fly fish, now is your chance.  
Join us at easter lake where participants will learn the ins and 
outs of gear selection, casting, fishing tactics, flies, and more!  
also learn about renovation efforts taking place at easter lake 
and the future of the fishery. Presented by Central iowa Fly Fish-
ers and the easter lake watershed Project.

Insect Safari
thursday, July 24 @ 6:30-8:00 p.m.
Yellow Banks Park, shelter #3
From ladybugs to butterflies, we’ll explore the fascinating world 
of insects. the program will feature a large insect collection and 
an insect hunt. nets will be provided.

Reptiles
tuesday, August 5 @ 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Jester Park Lodge 
Come and learn about iowa’s reptiles. we’ll discuss the fears and 
myths that surround these scaly creatures people love to hate.

Pond Study
tuesday, August 5 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m.
thomas Mitchell Park, meet at pond parking lot
Come discover what creatures live in and around a pond. all 
sampling equipment will be provided.

Giants of the Prairie
thursday, August 14 @ 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Jester Park, shelter #6
Bison and elk were two of the largest animals to ever roam 
across iowa. what happened to them and where did they go? a 
naturalist will walk you through the exhibit and share the history 
of these giants of the prairie.

Stroller Struts
10:00-11:00 a.m.
you’re never too young to enjoy nature! these guided walks are 
geared toward parents, grandparents, caregivers and their wee 
ones who’d like to explore our parks and trails, stretch their legs 
and learn something new about a natural area. these events are 
for children 3 and under (with an adult). other family members 
are also welcome.

June 26 - easter lake Park, shelter #4
July 24 - gay lea wilson trail (meet at Carney marsh, ankeny) 
August 14 - gay lea wilson trail (meet at Copper Creek, Pleasant 
Hill)  

Nature Playdates
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
explore, discover and play in your local parks with a Polk County 
naturalist. meet families interested in getting their children 
outdoors for natural play and discovery.  wear appropriate 
clothes and shoes. we may be hiking, discovering life in a log or 
playing in the creek. this is a morning of adventure and discovery 
with curiosity being the most important ingredient.

June 11 – woodland walk at Jester Park, Shelter #5
June 25 – Critter Camouflage Hike at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4
July 9 - water wonders at Jester Park, Shelter #5
July 23 - stream walk at Brown’s Woods
August 6 – rock Hunt at Jester Park, Shelter by the Lodge  

Nature’s Story Hour
noon-1:00 p.m.
Bring your picnic lunch, blanket and family for an hour of nature 
stories and activities with a PCC naturalist. this family friendly 
program is free and all ages are welcome.

June 4 – animals of the night at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4
June 18 – Feathered Friends at Jester Park, Shelter #3 
July 2 –spunky spiders at Fort Des Moines Park, Shelter #2
July 16 – Busy Bees at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4
July 30 - snakes alive at Fort Des Moines Park, Shelter #2
August 13 – giants of the Prairie at Jester Park, Shelter #6

Polk County Conservation
11407 nw Jester Park drive

granger, iowa 50109
515-323-5300

polk_info@polkcountyiowa.gov
www.leadingyououtdoors.org

Follow us on:

 
PROGRAMS
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Princess Adventures
10:00-11:00 a.m.
do you know a little girl who loves princesses? want to 
encourage her to dress up and have fun exploring the outdoors 
at the same time? girls ages 4-6 are invited to the park in 
“princess attire” (whatever that means to them). we will learn 
about a courageous woman from the past, participate in a nature 
activity, followed by a tea party with a snack. Fee: $5/program.

June 24 - all about Birds at Jester Park, Shelter #6
July 22 - Flowers and Fairies at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4 
August 12 – Butterflies at Fort Des Moines Park, Shelter #2

Discover Your Parks 
2:00-3:30 p.m.
Join a naturalist in one of our parks this summer for an afternoon 
of fun. each program will start with a discussion followed by an 
activity. all ages are welcome and registration isn’t required.

July 1 – stream walk @ Brown’s woods 
July 3 – Hike @ Jester Park, shelter #5
July 8 –marsh stomp @ engeldinger marsh 
July 10 – native americans @ yellow Banks Park, tent camping 
area
July 15 – stream walk @ thomas mitchell Park, shelter #1
July 17 – stream walk @ mally’s 
July 22 – insect Hunt @ easter lake Park, shelter #4 
July 24 – stick Hike @ Fort des moines Park, shelter #1 
July 29 – Prairie Pollinators @ Chichaqua longhouse 
July 31 – Play with Clay @ Jester Park, shelter #5

more details about these programs can be found on our website.

Nature Friends
Preschoolers Exploring Nature
3-5-year olds with an adult
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Join a naturalist in a nature adventure! we will explore a 
different nature topic each evening through stories, sharing time, 
guided exploration, and art activities. snacks will be provided.
Fee: $7/program.

Participate in a Park Passport Program. attend five different 
programs, each located at a different park and receive a nature 
Friend explorer Pack. Participants must record program
name, location and date with the speaker’s initials on their 
passport. turn the passport in at the Conservation office at 
Jester Park or raccoon river nature lodge to receive your nature 
Friend explorer Pack. one pack per child please.

May 5 – eggciting Facts 
at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4
May 20 – watch me grow 
at Raccoon River Park Nature Lodge
June 2 - giants of the Prairie
at Jester Park, Shelter #6
June 17 - toadally awesome 
at Pearson Park, 1256 19th St., West Des Moines
July 7 - water wonders
at Jester Park, Shelter #5
July 22 - insect investigations
at Southwoods Park, S. 39th St. & Mills Civic Pkway, West Des 
Moines
August 4 - turtle talk 
at Easter Lake Park, Shelter #4
August 19 - wiggly worms 
at Ashawa Park, 4431 Waterford Dr., West Des Moines

to register for nature Friends programs, call the west des 
moines Parks and recreation office at (515) 222-3444 or visit 
www.wdm.iowa.gov. these programs are co-sponsored by the 
des moines Chapter of the izaak walton league and west des 
moines Parks and recreation.

a girl attending Princess adventures tries to identify an insect she 
caught.

PROGRAMS

Park Packs
nature-themed Backpacks
Free two-week checkout
these backpacks come with a field guide and a variety of 
activities and fun facts to assist in the discovery of a specific 
nature topic. themes include: Birds, trees, insects, animals of 
iowa, geology, life in a Pond, wildflowers & Plants, animals 
of the night, outdoor skills, and geocaching. 

For more information, contact lori at: (515) 323-5380 
or email: lori.foresman-kirpes@polkcountyiowa.gov

des moines Chapter



St. Croix River Kayak Adventure
Wednesday, July 9 - saturday, July 12
st. Croix Falls, Wisconsin
Join us for a paddling adventure down the beautiful st Croix 
river, one of the last undisturbed tributaries remaining in the 
upper mississippi river watershed. we will depart Jester Park in 
route for st. Croix state Park, mn where we will camp two nights. 
along the way, we will visit interstate Park and explore the amaz-
ing landforms left behind from the last ice age. thursday and 
Friday we will take on the river as we kayak on sparkling water 
through some of the most remote wilderness left in the midwest. 
Friday afternoon, once we finish our second day on the river, we 
will depart towards the twin Cities and get a good night sleep at 
an area hotel before returning home early saturday afternoon. 
all lodging, camping fees, kayaks, paddles and life jackets pro-
vided. meals will be prepared for you by the campfire and along 
riverside while you relax and enjoy the scenery. 

• Fee: $350; includes transportation (15 passenger van) lodg-
ing (double occupancy) and all food except for meals while 
traveling. 

• depart from Jester Park on wednesday July 9, time to be 
announced. 

• Participants need to provide tent, sleeping bag, personal 
items, and cash for souvenirs and meals while traveling.

• minimum age is 21 and limited to 10 participants who must 
have prior paddling experience, be in good physical condi-
tion and able to hike over uneven terrain. 

• registration deadline is June 20.

Jewel of the Prairie
thursday, July 17 @ 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Grinnell, Iowa
Journey to grinnell and tour the “jewel box bank” designed by 
world-renowned architect louis sullivan in 1914. a step on guide 
will share the interesting architecture, historical buildings and 
other fun factoids of grinnell. we will tour the “water” exhibit 
at grinnell College’s Faulconer. after lunch we will explore rock 
Creek state Park via motor coach and pontoon boats. our final 
stop for the day will be exploring downtown grinnell and the lo-
cal downtown Farmer’s market. 

• Fee: $50; includes motor coach transportation, lunch and 
tour fees.

• depart from Prairie meadow parking lot 1, altoona.
• registration deadline is July 3. 
• trip Bonus for all participants on the July bus trip will receive 

an annual membership to the great outdoors Foundation.  

9
to register for a trip: www.leadingyououtdoors.org

the following trips are full:

kalona Historical tour - may 20
Bonobos, Botanicals & Ballets - June 24
lavendar & loess - august 28
appleFest - september 23
decorah two day discovery - october 8-9 

to be added to a waiting list, please go to our website.

Trip Cancellation Policy:  If the trip reservation is cancelled 
before the registration deadline the individual will be issued a 
full refund. If the trip reservation is cancelled after the registra-
tion deadline, the individual will be refunded payment only if 
the  assigned space is filled by another person. The refund shall 
be the amount of the trip less a $10 cancellation fee. If assigned 
space is not filled, no refund will be given. The trip reservation fee 
may also be transferred to another trip prior to the registration 
deadline providing the trip is not full.

Tulip Time
Wednesday, April 30 @ 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Pella, Iowa
take time, smell the flowers and enjoy the beauty of thousands 
of blooming tulips. our first stop of the day will be at the lake 
red rock visitor Center. a Park ranger will share the history and 
wildlife of lake red rock. in Pella, we will tour the scholte House 
and gardens and enjoy an organ concert at the opera House.  
indulge in an authentic dutch dinner at Central College. tour the 
largest working grain mill in the u.s. at the Pella Historical village 
and watch the performance at the klokkenspel carillon clock. 
there will also be free time to explore downtown Pella and take 
pictures of the tulips. 

• Fee: $55; includes motor coach transportation, lunch and 
tour fees.

• depart from Prairie meadows parking lot 1, altoona.
• registration deadline is april 16.

Niobrara River Kayak Trip
Wednesday, June 4-sunday, June 8
Valentine, Nebraska
Join Polk County Conservation naturalists on this five day ad-
venture. the niobrara river is a national wild and scenic river, 
which offers spectacular paddling and scenery. we’ll stay three 
nights in a camp lodge overlooking the river. the lodge provides 
double occupancy bedrooms complete with a ¾ bath, a full 
kitchen, fire pit, yard games, hiking trails with access to the river, 
and much more.  we’ll paddle three days on this beautiful river, 
including stops for lunch and exploring the numerous waterfalls 
found along the river. all paddling equipment is provided, and 
meals will be prepared for you while you relax and take in the 
scenery. 

• Fee: $400; includes transportation (15 passenger van), lodg-
ing (double occupancy), paddling gear, and all food except 2 
meals while traveling. 

• depart from Jester Park, time to be announced.
• minimum age is 21 and limited to 10 participants who must 

have prior paddling experience, be in good physical condi-
tion and able to hike over uneven terrain. 

• Participants will need to provide bedding, personal items, 
and cash for souvenirs and meals while traveling.

• registration deadline is may 16.

TRiPS



 
 

CAMPS

Water Wonders Camp
June 16-19 
9:00 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Ages 8-9 years
Come and get your feet wet as we discover all we can about 
water. we’ll compare ponds, rivers, lakes, and wetlands plus the 
animals that live in them. daily field trips will take us to various 
Polk County parks. 

• Fee: $120
• registration deadline is June 2 
• limited to 12 campers 
• meeting location: Jester Park, shelter by lodge

to register for a camp:  www.leadingyououtdoors.org

10

archery

the following camps are full:
Jr. naturalist Camp on June 9-12 & June 30-July 3

discovery Camp on July 14-17

Summer Skills
Ages: 10-16 years
summer is about having fun and playing outside. Join PCC natu-
ralists as they introduce your child to some fun outdoor activities 
which can be enjoyed the rest of their lives. Come to one or sign-
up for an entire series. all equipment will be provided. 
Fee: $10 for each session.

series I 
1:00-3:00 p.m. at Jester Park
June 10 - Canoeing 
June 12 - archery 
June 17 - Fishing 
June 19 - kayaking
June 24 - geocaching
June 26 - survival & shelter Building 
June 27 - river Float trip - 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. - $30

series II
10:00 a.m.-noon at thomas Mitchell Park
July 7 - Canoeing
July 9 - archery
July 14 - Fishing
July 16 - kayaking
July 21 - geocaching
July 23 - survival & shelter Building
July 25 - river Float trip - 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. - $30

water wonders camper exploring life in the wetland.
Polk County

Conservation Board Members:
Jim Cataldo, Des Moines

sara kurovski, Pleasant Hill
Connie Johnson, Ankeny

tom levis, West Des Moines
mike smith, Des Moines

Polk County 
Conservation Director:

dennis Parker



 VOluNTEER NEWS

2013 Volunteers of the Year 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact:  Pat spain at (515) 323-5280 or pat.spain@polkcountyiowa.gov

• april 13 - Carney marsh invasive species: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. additional dates: may 4, June 1 and July 13 
(contact Pat spain for details and to confirm attending each).

• may 3 - residential tree Program (Plant some shade): 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
• may 18 - easter lake watershed spring kickoff: 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

volunteers are needed For:

11

seth Konkol with Boy scout troop 295 helped plan, raise funds, 
secure materials and supplies, recruit volunteers and install the 
new outdoor Classroom at Brown’s woods.

Michael Dunkin (pictured 
far left) has been an active 

volunteer for the last five years 
putting in hundreds of hours 
helping with special events, 

invasive species workdays, 
river and stream clean-ups 

and taking photos. He is also 
a member of iowa outdoors 

unlimited.

Volunteer of the Year & Group of the Year

Eagle Scout Project of the YearVolunteer Team of the Year

Penny thomsen and John Harri are stewards at yellow Banks 
Park. they have been working diligently to help restore the 

savannah and woodlands, removing invasive species at yellow 
Banks Park since the inception of the Corps of recovery Program 

in the spring of 2001.

during the course of 2013, volunteers have turned out in great numbers. over 1,500 volunteers gave more than 13,500 hours of volunteer 
service to Polk County Conservation, playing an important role in the success of annual events and clean-ups. also helping with numer-
ous planned workdays, educational programs, equestrian chores and the therapy riding program to name a few. on march 16, Polk County 
Conservation hosted the annual volunteer appreciation Banquet at the Jester Park lodge honoring individuals with 10 hours (or more) and 
groups with over 25 cumulative hours volunteering during 2013. special speaker dan kaercher shared his program “iowa’s Hidden trea-
sures”. 

Iowa outdoors Unlimited 
has been volunteering 
for the last five years at 
various parks helping with 
planned special events, in-
vasive species workdays for 
the public and their group 
and pitching in to help with 
annual river and stream 
clean-ups.



PCC AREA MAP

1. Beaver Creek greenbelt 
2. Brown’s woods
3. Carney marsh
4. Chichaqua Bottoms greenbelt
5. Chichaqua valley trail
6. easter lake Park
7. eagle roost wildlife area
8. engeldinger marsh
9. Fort des moines Park
10. Four mile Creek greenbelt

11. gay lea wilson trail
12. great western trail
13. High trestle trail
14. Jester Park
15. mally’s weh weh neh kee Park
16. oralabor gateway trail
17. sycamore trail
18. thomas mitchell Park
19. trestle to trestle trail
20. yellow Banks Park

12

PUBLIC AREA ACRES

 1. Beaver Creek Greenbelt 123 

 2. Brown’s Woods 484 

 3. Carney Marsh 40

 4. Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt 7,300 

 5. Chichaqua Valley Trail  20 mi.* 

 6. Easter Lake Park  464

 7. Eagle Roost Wildlife Area 357 

 8. Engeldinger Marsh 214 

 9. Fort Des Moines Park 116

 10. Four Mile Creek Greenbelt 102

 11. Gay Lea Wilson Trail 17 mi.* 

 12. Great Western Trail    18 mi.* 

 13. High Trestle Trail 25 mi.* 

 14. Jester Park 1,675

 15. Mally’s Weh-Weh-Neh-Kee Park 37

 16. Oralabor Gateway Trail 4.25 mi.*

 17. Sycamore Trail 6.5 mi.* 

 18. Thomas Mitchell Park 175

 19. Trestle to Trestle Trail 3.75 mi.*

 20. Yellow Banks Park 552

Polk County Conservation
11407 NW Jester Park Dr.
Granger, IA 50109
(515) 323-5300   
www.leadingyououtdoors.org B
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GREAT OuTdOORS FuNd
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FRIENDS ENJOY:
• Having your name published in the Great Outdoors Foundation Annual Report
• Receiving all current Great Outdoors Foundation and Polk County Conservation news and information 

• Participating in special programs, tours and events designed exclusively for our Friends

• An invitation to the Annual Friends Celebration Banquet

NAME:     EMAIL:

ADDRESS:    CITY, ZIP:

DAYTIME PHONE:    CELL PHONE:  

FRIENDS LEVELS:

____ KIDS:  $25    Receive a Birthday Card, Name recognition at our Friends Celebration

____ SENIOR CITIZENS:  $50   Invitation to our Friends Celebration and name recognition at the event
         (over age 55)

____ INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY:  $100   Invitation to our Friends Celebration and name recognition at the event

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS:

____ BRONZE:  $500    2 complimentary tickets to the Friends Celebration
  Name recognition at all events

____ SILVER:  $1,000     4 complimentary tickets to the Friends Celebration 
  Name recognition at all events

____ GOLD:  $2,500     6 complimentary tickets to the Friends Celebration 
  Name recognition at all events

____ PLATINUM:  $5,000 and up   8 complimentary tickets to the Friends Celebration
   Name recognition at all events

BE A FRIEND

Pledge your support today for high quality, healthy living for Greater Polk County through expanded open space, restored 

landscapes, and greater recreation and outdoor education opportunities.

PO Box 8071   •   Des Moines, IA  50301   •  Phone: 515.967.3895   •   www.greatoutdoorsfoundation.org

OF 
THE



DAte  tIMe  ACtIVItY (*pre-registration required)  LoCAtIon

may 1 6:00 p.m. may day Hike easter lake Park
may 5 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* easter lake Park
may 6 11:00 a.m. owls - tale of two watersheds Jester Park lodge
may 15 6:00 p.m. kayak Basics* thomas mitchell Park
may 16 8:00 p.m. Catch-n-Croakers Chichaqua longhouse
may 18 12:00 p.m. easter lake kickoff event easter lake Park
may 20 6:45 a.m. kalona Historical tour* kalona, iowa
may 20 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* raccoon river Park nature lodge

June 2 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* Jester Park
June 4-8 tBa niobrara river kayak trip* valentine, nebraska
June 4 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour easter lake Park
June 6 9:00 a.m. senior Fishing derby easter lake Park
June 8 1:00 p.m. Jester Park summer kick-off event Jester Park
June 9-12 9:00 a.m. Jr. naturalist Camp i* Jester Park
June 10 11:00 a.m. owls - african wildlife Jester Park lodge
June 10  1:00 p.m. summer skills - Canoeing* Jester Park
June 11 10:30 p.m. nature Playdate Jester Park
June 12 1:00 p.m. summer skills - archery* Jester park
June 13 8:30 p.m. wild night life & Hike* thomas mitchell Park
June 16-19 9:00 a.m. water wonders Camp* Jester Park
June 17 1:00 p.m. summer skills - Fishing* Jester Park
June 17 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* Pearson Park
June 18 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour Jester Park
June 19 1:00 p.m. summer skills - kayaking* Jester Park
June 19 6:00 p.m. kayak Basics* Jester Park
June 24 7:30 a.m. Bonobos, Botanicals & Ballets Bus trip* des moines, iowa
June 24 10:00 a.m. Princess adventures* Jester Park
June 24 1:00 p.m. summer skills - geocaching* Jester Park
June 25 10:30 a.m. nature Playdate easter lake Park
June 25 6:30 p.m. Bees & Butterflies easter lake Park
June 26 10:00 a.m. stroller strut easter lake Park
June 26 1:00 p.m. summer skills - survival & shelter Building Jester Park
June 27 9:00 a.m. summer skills river Float trip* Jester Park
June 28 9:00 a.m. Fly-Fishing workshop* easter lake Park
June 30-July3 9:00 a.m. Jr. naturalist Camp ii* Jester Park

July 1 11:00 a.m. owls - the not so Quiet librarian Jester Park lodge
July 1 2:00 p.m. stream walk Brown’s woods
July 2 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour Fort des moines Park
July 3 2:00 p.m. Hike Jester Park
July 7 10:00 a.m. summer skills - Canoeing* thomas mitchell Park
July 7 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* Jester Park
July 8 2:00 p.m. marsh stomp engeldinger marsh
July 9-12 tBa st. Croix river kayak trip* st. Croix, wisconisin
July 9 10:00 a.m. summer skills - archery* thomas mitchell Park
July 9 10:30 a.m. nature Playdate Jester Park
July 10 2:00 p.m. native american History yellow Banks Park
July 14-17 9:00 a.m. discovery Camp* Jester Park
July 14 10:00 a.m. summer skills - Fishing* thomas mitchell Park
July 15 2:00 p.m. stream walk thomas mitchell Park
July 16 10:00 a.m. summer skills - kayaking* thomas mitchell Park
July 16 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour easter lake Park
July 17 8:00 a.m. Jewel of the Prairie Bus trip* grinnell, iowa

PCC EVENTS CAlENdAR
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PCC EVENTS CAlENdAR

Jester Park eQuestrian Center Calendar:

Jester Park 
equestrian Center
11171 nw 103 Court
granger, ia 50109
(515) 999-2818

www.jesterparkec.com
15

DAte  tIMe  ACtIVItY (*pre-registration required)  LoCAtIon

July 17 2:00 p.m. stream walk mally’s Park
July 21 10:00 a.m. summer skills - geocaching thomas mitchell Park
July 22 10:00 a.m. Princess adventures* easter lake Park
July 22 2:00 p.m. insect Hunt easter lake Park
July 22 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* southwoods Park
July 23 10:00 a.m. summer skills - survival & shelter Building thomas mitchell Park
July 23 10:30 a.m. nature Playdate Brown’s woods
July 24 10:00 a.m. stroller strut gay lea wilson trail @ Carney marsh
July 24 2:00 p.m. stick Hike Fort des moines Park
July 24 6:30 p.m. insect Hunt yellow Banks Park
July 25 9:00 a.m. summer skills river Float trip* thomas mitchell Park
July 29 2:00 p.m. Prairie Pollinators Chichaqua longhouse
July 30 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour Fort des moines Park
July 31 2:00 p.m. Play with Clay Jester Park

august 4 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* easter lake Park
august 5 11:00 a.m. owls - Plant. grow. Fly. Jester Park lodge
august 5 2:00 p.m. reptiles Jester Park lodge
august 5 6:30 p.m. Pond study thomas mitchell Park
august 6 10:30 a.m. nature Playdate Jester Park
august 12 10:00 a.m.  Princess adventures* Fort des moines Park
august 13 12:00 p.m. nature’s story Hour Jester Park 
august 14 10:00 a.m. stroller strut gay lea wilson trail, Pleasant Hill
august 14 6:30 p.m. giants of the Prairie Jester Park
august 19 6:30 p.m. nature Friends* ashawa Park, west des moines
august 28 7:00 a.m. lavendar & loess Bus trip* missouri valley, iowa 

Week-long Riding Camps
Monday thru Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
June 9-13: introduction to Horses, Beginner riding Camp
June 16-20: Horsin’ around, Beginner riding Camp
July 7-July 11: Horses thru History, intermediate riding Camp 
July 21-25: Fairy tales, Beginner riding Camp 

Half Day Riding Camps
tuesday - thursday from 9:00 a.m. to noon
June 24-26: ways of the west, intermediate western riding 
Camp
July 15-17: tally Ho, intermediate english riding Camp
august 5-7: tiny tots, young riders riding Camp open to ages 
5-8. 

Trail Rides
trail rides will start on saturday, may 24, 2014. Children need 
to be 8 years old and accompanied by an adult to ride. this 
year’s rides will have some new features such as interactive 
nature rides and themed rides. the price is $30 for a one hour 
guided ride. groups of up to 12 riders are accepted. riders can 
make a reservation by calling 515-999-2818. 

Specialty Camps
July 17-19: mom and me - 3 day mother/daughter riding camp 
on thursday, Friday, and saturday
July 28-august 1: overnight delight- overnight horseback riding 
camp for ages 10 and up. $350/week. 

equestrian camps are a wonderful way for a child to discover the 
world of horses. Beginning riding Camps cover an introduction 
to the horse, safety, horse care, grooming, saddling, and basic 
riding skills, with a different theme for each week. intermediate 
camps are for the more experienced rider, and focus on a specific 
discipline or skills. Campers must be able to tack their own horse, 
ride independently, and trot comfortably on a loose rein. Horse 
and equipment are provided. Children should wear jeans and 
sturdy shoes. Cost for week-long camps is $225 per child. Half 
day camps are $130/child. Campers must be at least 8 years old 
for all camps except the tiny tots Camp. register early as space is 
limited. register for these camps on mycountyparks.com.



OWLS
(older, wiser, livelier, seniors)

looking for an excuse to get out of the house, make some new friends, enjoy a good meal and learn about the exciting 
world of nature? then join us! these programs are held the first tuesday of each month. the nature program will start at 

11:00 a.m. at the Jester Park lodge. an optional luncheon follows the program at noon in which pre-registration 
is required. the cost of the catered lunch by the radish is $9.00. lunch registration is due the Friday before the program.

Tale of Two Watersheds
tuesday, May 6
John swanson, outreach Coordinator for the easter lake and 
Big Creek lake watershed Projects, will discuss the issues our 
lakes are facing along with the conservation efforts taking place 
to improve water quality and soil health. upcoming renovations 
at easter lake will be covered along with the success stories and 
challenges of promoting conservation around Big Creek lake. 
listeners will also learn how they can do their part to improve 
water quality by “rainscaping” their property to naturally manage 
stormwater.

African Wildlife
tuesday, June 10
Photographer and author ty smedes will share images of africa, 
including birds and mammals with young, catching prey, and 
interacting in fascinating ways. you will learn about african 
wildlife, and hear some incredible first-hand stories. mammals 
seen included lion, leopard, cape buffalo, hippo, african wild 
Cat, and the rare and elusive wild dog. african bird life is 
fantastic and very viewable, and many images were captured 
by photographing from boats on the Chobe river and along the 
winding channels of Botswana’s famed okavango delta. 

The Not So Quiet Librarian
tuesday, July 1
what state fired the shot heard round the world - the library 
world, that is? iowa! who was the man that fired that shot? 
Forrest spaulding. in 1938, Forrest spaulding wrote the library 
Bill of rights, and in spaulding’s own words “means as much 
today as it did yesterday and will tomorrow.” spaulding served 
as director of the des moines Public library from 1917 to 1919 
and again from 1927 to 1952. His story, however, is bigger than 
des moines, bigger even than iowa. spaulding’s words and his 
life touched everyone who loves not just books, but freedom 
of expression. this one man play performed by tom milligan, 
portrays spaulding in one with the gentle, good humor, he was 
known for, as well as his devotion to the library and to civil rights. 
sponsored by Humanities of iowa. 

Plant. Grow. Fly.
tuesday, August 5
Jessie lowry with the Blank Park Zoo will share their project 
aimed to help our native pollinators thrive. this initiative 
encourages local citizens to plant much-needed pollinator 
habitat in their yards, at their schools or place of business using 
region-specific garden recipes designed to support some of our 
most imperiled species of butterflies and bees. with the guiding 
principle that no effort is too small, Plant.grow.Fly. focuses on 
the positive that every one of us can do our part to preserve 
these creatures by providing habitat they need.to register for lunch:  www.leadingyououtdoors.org

nonProFit org.
u.s. Postage 

Paid
des moines, ia

Permit no. 2934

Polk County Conservation
11407 nw Jester Park dr.
granger, ia 50109


