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Central Iowa COVID19 Update 

Quick Stats1 

 Polk County Iowa 
7d Lab Test Positivity 7% 8% 

14d Lab Test Positivity 7% 9% 
Total cases per 100,000 127 125 

Average daily cases the last 7d 89 569 
Average 7-day new cases per 100,000 18 30 

1All data are sourced from https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts with previous days refreshed daily. When recent data are 
unavailable, data from https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data may be used. Population used is 490,161. Averages and percent 
positivity are subject to change with retrospectively refreshed data.  

Critical Points 
 Polk County trends are not holding to a deceleration. The state is substantially increasing, though it is 

important to note neither the county or state increases are statistically significant yet.  
 Iowa is still among the states with the highest number of cases per capita.  

 
 

NYT US Activity  
 

Research & Media 
• CDC posted, then withdrew and stated it will repost guidance on airborne transmission of COVID-19.  
• https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/09/21/915351325/cdc-publishes-then-

withdraws-guidance-on-aerosol-spread-of-coronavirus  
• There is growing evidence of COVID-19 impacts to the heart.  
• https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/09/covid-19-heart-pandemic-coronavirus-

myocarditis/616420/  
• Asthma may not be a risk factor for serious COVID illness. Asthma prevalence was not higher among 

hospitalized patients, nor were those with asthma and hospitalized more likely to be intubated.  
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1513/AnnalsATS.202006-613RL  

• JAMA examined the differences between influenza and COVID infections in children.  
• https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2770250  

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts
https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-coronavirus&variant=show&region=TOP_BANNER&context=storylines_menu
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/09/21/915351325/cdc-publishes-then-withdraws-guidance-on-aerosol-spread-of-coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/09/21/915351325/cdc-publishes-then-withdraws-guidance-on-aerosol-spread-of-coronavirus
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/09/covid-19-heart-pandemic-coronavirus-myocarditis/616420/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/09/covid-19-heart-pandemic-coronavirus-myocarditis/616420/
https://www.atsjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1513/AnnalsATS.202006-613RL
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2770250
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-
data-tracker/#mobility  

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#mobility
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#mobility
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