Central Iowa COVID19 Update

Monday, October 26, 2020

Dr. Meg Schaeffer

Central Iowa COVID19 Update
•••

Quick Stats1
7d Lab Test Positivity
14d Lab Test Positivity
Total cases per 100,000 the last 7d
Total cases per 100,000 the last 14d
Average daily cases the last 7d
Average 7-day new cases per 100,000

1All

Polk County
8%
8%
184
340
129
26

Iowa
10%
11%
264
503
1191
38

data are sourced from https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts with previous days refreshed daily. When recent data are
unavailable, data from https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data may be used. Population of Polk County used is 490,161. Population of
Iowa used is 3.155 million. Averages and percent positivity are subject to change with retrospectively refreshed data.

Critical Points



Polk County activity is increasing very quickly.
Hospitalizations are the highest of any point in the outbreak at 561, with 100 more than last week.

NYT US Activity

Research & Media
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Mask-wearing has a substantial impact on outbreak control. Shelter-in-place strategies remain an
important public health intervention, amid ongoing outbreaks.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1201971220322049
A study of secondary household infections found multiple tests may be needed to detect cases.
https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciaa1558/5921151
A study examined mental illness related to COVID-19 death, which numbers four times that of the
Vietnam War.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771763
Between March 1 and August 1, 2020, the US experienced a 20% increase over expected deaths.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771761
While the estimated economic pandemic impact exceeds 16 Trillion, the economic benefit of
contact tracing and testing is 30 times that of the expense to perform those services. This estimate is
on par with the anticipated impact of climate change. In addition, an investment of 6 Million into
testing and contact tracing could result in 176 Million in averted costs.
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771764
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