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Central Iowa COVID19 Update 

Quick Stats1 

 Polk County Iowa 
7d Lab Test Positivity 7% 9% 

14d Lab Test Positivity 6% 10% 
Total cases per 100,000 132 221 

Average daily cases the last 7d 98 969 
Average 7-day new cases per 100,000 20 30 

1All data are sourced from https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts with previous days refreshed daily. When recent data are 
unavailable, data from https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data may be used. Population of Polk County used is 490,161. Population of 
Iowa used is 3.155 million. Averages and percent positivity are subject to change with retrospectively refreshed data.  
 

Critical Points 
 Polk County activity is increasing again, though the trend is not yet statistically significant.  
 Hospitalizations are the highest of any point in the outbreak at 463.  

  
NYT US Activity  
 

Research & Media 
• Johnson and Johnson pauses clinical trial after participant experiences unexplained illness. 
• https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/12/health/johnson-coronavirus-vaccine-pause-bn/index.html  
• Dr. Fauci warns of a difficult winter with the recent rise in cases.  
• https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/12/health/johnson-coronavirus-vaccine-pause-bn/index.html  
• A single 13-year-old infected 11 family members in four states during a summer vacation. 
• https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cdc-report-family-gathering-local-20201012-

7f7i6sosi5ep7dhoq3e2bpgavi-story.html  
• A Lancet study details reinfection of a 25-year-old male with a genetically distinct virus.  
• https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30764-7/fulltext  
• Seasonal coronavirus immunity is short-lived. A study in Nature determined immunity lasts about six 

months; reinfection is possible after three months.  
• https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1083-1   

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts
https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-coronavirus&variant=show&region=TOP_BANNER&context=storylines_menu
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/12/health/johnson-coronavirus-vaccine-pause-bn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/12/health/johnson-coronavirus-vaccine-pause-bn/index.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cdc-report-family-gathering-local-20201012-7f7i6sosi5ep7dhoq3e2bpgavi-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cdc-report-family-gathering-local-20201012-7f7i6sosi5ep7dhoq3e2bpgavi-story.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(20)30764-7/fulltext
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1083-1
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