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Central Iowa COVID19 Update 

Quick Stats1 

 Polk County Iowa 
7d Lab Test Positivity 5% 8% 

14d Lab Test Positivity 6% 9% 
Total cases per 100,000 91 172 

Average daily cases the last 7d 68 776 
Average 7-day new cases per 100,000 17 25 

1All data are sourced from https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts with previous days refreshed daily. When recent data are 
unavailable, data from https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data may be used. Population used is 490,161. Averages and percent 
positivity are subject to change with retrospectively refreshed data.  
 

Critical Points 
 Polk County continues a stable, slow reduction in daily cases and are no longer above 100 cases per 

100,00. The county is still averaging almost 70 new cases per day.   
 Iowa activity is the 6th highest per capita in the county. Iowa hasn’t left the top 10 states per capita 

for weeks. Activity in Western Iowa is driving case counts as well as hospitalizations.  
 Alarmingly, statewide hospitalizations hit the highest point of the pandemic at 413 today. 

 

  
NYT US Activity  
 

Research & Media 
• West Des Moines Public Schools staff member dies from COVID-19.  
• https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/west-des-moines/2020/10/05/covid-19-iowa-

west-des-moines-school-employee-dies-coronavirus/3632641001/  
• The White House is blocking new guidelines issued by the FDA on the release of the COVID-19 

vaccine as the guidelines would prevent delivery of the vaccine before the election.  
• https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/10/05/world/covid-trump/the-white-house-blocks-new-

coronavirus-vaccine-guidelines  
• What to expect from first generation vaccines? 
• https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31976-0/fulltext  

 

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/pages/case-counts
https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-coronavirus&variant=show&region=TOP_BANNER&context=storylines_menu
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/west-des-moines/2020/10/05/covid-19-iowa-west-des-moines-school-employee-dies-coronavirus/3632641001/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/west-des-moines/2020/10/05/covid-19-iowa-west-des-moines-school-employee-dies-coronavirus/3632641001/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/10/05/world/covid-trump/the-white-house-blocks-new-coronavirus-vaccine-guidelines
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/10/05/world/covid-trump/the-white-house-blocks-new-coronavirus-vaccine-guidelines
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31976-0/fulltext
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-
data-tracker/#mobility  

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#mobility
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